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To His Excellency &» :o 


kw 


ARTHUR 


Earl of ESSEX, Viſcount Malden, Baron Capel of 
Hadham, Lord Lieutenant General, and General Go- 
vernour of His Majefties Kingdom of Ireland, Lord 
Lieutenant of the County of Hartford, and one of the 
Lords of His Majeſties 5. Honourable Privy Coun- 
cil of both Kingdoms. 


Moſt Honourable, 

OW much Ireland (happy in your Government) is above 
all other Nations in Europe, influenced by the power of 
Rome, is to Tour Excellency well known, as to the world, 
and by themſelves alſo acknowledged, and gloried in. 

But unhappy is it in being thereby, ps by Romiſh Emiſſaries 
(of malevolent and fattions principles promoting other intereſſes ) 
carried on fatally, to the diſturbance of the peace of the Kingdom, 
Of this we have had Memorials of former Ages, ſome of them freſb 
and bleeding ; nor are we even now without jealouſtes of what may 
get be, were there opportunity for it. 

Ti his is not to be aſcribed to the ſtars, or clime, or nature of the 
people, who have had of old the charatter, jaſtly, o; a prople peace- 


able, harmleſs, affable to ſtrangers, and in themſelv2s, and 1s all \pious 
A 2 and 
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and good. So was it, while the Religion profeſſed by their Forefd- 
thers was according to the primitive faith of purer times of the C hurch 
(althouzh not then without ſome ſoil,) And thus find we it even now 
in thoſe of the Nation who are of reformed and purer principles. 

But being in after times corrupted in Doftrine and Diſcipline, and 
thit the now Religion of the iriſh is quite another thing from that of 
their [orefathers (of whom yet they boaſt themſeFves Children, both 
as 70 faith aud blood) we now find the Change great, as in Religion, 
fo in diſpoſition and manners : 

On which we collef, that the grounds of our peace from thoſe, muſt 
not be Extirpation, but Reformation, by removing thoſe their falſe 
Teachers, who miſ-inform and miſ-lead the Nation ; and our withal 
inſtruiting the people in the waies of peace and truth. J 

As to the latter Thave ol ſerved, no people more deſirous than are 
theſe to hear and to be inſtrutted,nor any better,being ſo educated. 

Ta which T cannot but mention and recommend as a preſident to 0- 
thers,the zeal of a pious and learned Prelate,the preſent Archbiſhop of 
Caſhel, who has ſet himſelf on that work induſtriouſly by inſtrutt- 
inz the Iriſh in their own language ; and hath already gathered the 
comfortable fruits of his godly labours, drawing in and retaining ma- 
ay of the Nation firm in thefaith, the number alſo of ſuch encreaſing. 

The means for that in former times, and in ſome of our own me- 
mories, was the tranſlating and Printing our Engliſh Lyturgy, and 
the New Teſtament into the Iriſh tongue, that teſtifying our care of 
their ſalvation, and giving them thereby to underſtand in their own 
Language the truth we profeſs and teach, contrary to the miſ- informa- 
7704 of offers COMCErning us. 

And to this purpoſe that learned Prelate Doctor Bedell late Biſhop 
of Kilmore (happy in his Zeal and labours that way) to that of the 
New Teſtament aud Common-Prayer before tranſlated aid Printed 
in the Iriſh tongue, did add the Tranſlation into Iriſh of the Old 
Teſtament alſo, with David's Pſalms in meter. This 7 hive in my 
hands in the manu/. ript, and wiſh it were for ſuch a publick good, 
printed and publiſhed, 
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Tu the mean time, to give ſome ſtop, if it might be, 19 the Current 
of Popery, 1 conceived in might be convenient and neceſſary that it be 
known and declared to this miſ-lead people, as to others, who that is 
whom they ſo follow,that he is that very Anticariſt, by whom they 
may be carried away by that deluge of Apoſtacy into perdition, 
wherby theſe may by grace be brought to con{tder their wates. 

This is that which is in the following Trea: iſe intended, and is, 7 
hope ro lome evidenced, which appearing, other pornts and errcncous 
Do(trines of Popery will fall, depending on that the principal. 

Of this inmy late preaching it, { bad the honour of 10ur Excelley- 
cies being then an hearer; and being prevailed with after for publiſh- 
ing it, I thought it fitteſt for your Lordſhips Patronage,in whoje has 
zs the Government of that people for whom this is particularly doſugar 
ed. it was aconfident preſumption in him, who under the letters 1. S. 
(it may be, far from his name) did offer to your Patronage an in- 
vective againſt that Church of which you are, The Church of 
England your Mother, as not being the Church of Chriſt, nor any 
part of it; which had its full confutation by a learned piece, Dottor 
Andrew Sall, [ hope the contrary may find better acceprance fr. m 

your F xcellency, this ſhewing that the Church of &ome, of which 
]. S. ſhews himſelf to be, is ANTICHRISTIAN, and communion 
there to be unto fome dangerous, and damnable to others, 

It is in this my Comfort, which was .*t. Paul's ſpeaking before King 
Agrippa) that 7 ſpeak to one who knoweth theſe things. And 
trom whom 1 am perſwaded (none of theſe things are hidden, 
Afts 26. 3.26.) For your Excellency is not a favourcr only of I earn- 
ing, but y0u your ſelf alſo learned eminently,and particalarly verſed 
in Church Antiquities, oa which moſt of that here ſpoken, is depend 
ing. 

IWhich your affettion to Learnins appears in your large colletion of 
Pooks, with which that your rich and compleat Library in England zs 
ſtored. The fame of which hath c1:ffed the Seas hither, as elſewhere a- 
broad There may the learned find knowledge in variety belide what con 
cerns Records both of England and Ireland, ſuch as are not other- 
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where, unto which recourſe may be had as to a VATICAN. 
And as to Ire.and, conſidering the few years of your Government 


over as, I dare —_ aver, that none, ſo as your Lordſhip, kiow. 
eth jo much of the Kinzdow, People, Manners, and ſeveral Intereſſes 
there, ard underſt.inds better the Meaſures, for governing anſwerably ; 
and ſuch a perſon ſo knowing, this Kingdom requires. 

In your Excellency ſhines the Heroick Vertue and Courage of that 
renowned Martyr for King and Country, your illuſtrious Father ; and 
that well tempered with your own. perſonal Afﬀability taking with, 
and obliging all; yet to each with a becoming diſtance of ſtate aud 
place, ſo as none to preſume on more than juſt favour in Judgment, Ju- 
ſtice being to all, and any without difference diſpenſed. 

Tros 'Tyriuſve tibi nullo diſcrimine habetur. 

This is now teſtified in the preſent Connaght Court of Claymes 
under your Government the Iriſh in that Province, having therein 
their help, as had before the other parts of the Kingqom their diſtri- 
bution of Lands im former Courts of Iike nature. In which thoſe 
of Connaght hating been poſt-poned, they were given over as re- 
medileſs, until by his gracious Majeſties contzmual care of his 
People they were thus conſidered, and that by your Lordſhips 
procurement and management. 

God multiply his bleſſings on you in your Perſon, and in your 
Excellent Lady, and Noble Progeny ; and make us happy im the 
continuance of your proſperous Government, generally deſired ; 
which are the prayers of 


(My LORD) 


4 . 
Your Exccllencies 


Moſt devoted Seryant, 
HE N. MIDENSIS. 
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Hat between the firſt and ſecond coming of Chriſt the 
Church being ſettled and propagated by the Apoſtles 
and their Succellors, there f.nld ariſe a certain per- 
ſon notoriouſly wicked, an @.iverfary to Chriſt, and a 
cruel perſecutor of the Church, whom the Scripture 
T fohn 2, and 4. calls Antichriſt, is by Scripture ard poſtolical 
Tradition amorg Catholicks moſt certai, and nut to be doubted, 

Say the Romaniſts (a. ) (1) Guil, 
And whereas the Apoſtles ſpeak of a Mylitery of iniquity even then £/i:w 
in thoſe very times, working (2 Thef. 2.7,) and that many Antichrilts fry - 
were then in the world (2 ob v. 7.) and that there was one other q,p 47 
not-yet-come, bat in his time to be revealed ( 2 Theſſal. 2. 5+ ſet. 6. 

1 7ohn 2, 18.) 

Theſe together give us to underſtand Antichriſt conſidered in his 
g=_ Ages, and gradual appearings ( for Rome was not built in 4 

ay. 

A knowledge of which Gradual Comming of Antichriſt /eads 1 to 
the better underſtanding him as to his Perſon and Appearing : Herein 
therefore conſider, 

1. The Preparations to Antichriſts Comming. 

2, His aſter-appearing in the world. 

1. The Preparations to his Comming,or his being conceived,and but 
yet an Embrio in the womb's, may be thoſe firſt times, when that ini- 
quity did work but in a Myſtery that is not yet fo openly,as after,and 
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| Antichriſt »or himſelf yet apperring,bat by others his forerunners: cal- 
| {ed Antichriſts : and from their number many Antichriſts ; and from 
| their chief called alſo, rhe Spirit of Antichriſt who was to come, 
| (oh. LT. 

This period of time may be extended to rhe firſt 600 years of the 
Church, of wc 2!though the firſt 390 be acknowledged the purer, yet 
| do the later 300, ad the whale boo, paſs generally under the name of 
pure, compared with the following. 

[y which 620 years it is granted, that many Erronrs aid creep in- 
to the Chu:ch; For wiile toe husbandmen flept, or were leſs vigilant, 
142 enemy ſowed Tares among the Wheat, both growing together, 
| as our Lord had forwarned, ( Matth. 13. 24, to 31. ) yet is it not- 
; with;rauding confidenily averred,that within thoſe 609, years there was 

not one in the whole world mighr be properly called a Papiſt, ſait5 
e:\ Zrc, Our moſt learned Caſter Primate) Uſher (6) For as the Title of Pope 
| wes 16t yet appropriated by and to the Biſhops of Rome, nor the name 


C/ [Ec Papilt jrom tizemn derived to their followers ; /o thoſe Errours before 
" we 1* flolen in, and crept into the Church, were not then received, nor palled 
Col Fel : 


7+” for Truths ; ſore of them being taken notice of, were oppoled both in 
the Eaſtern and Weltern Churches, particularly in France, Germany, 
©, £4C.2. and even in our own Britain alſo (c.} 

Aid long afr er were thoſe erroneons Dotrines of Popery no other among 
the learned of that fige, than Points diſputable pro and con, which were 
after iz the Council of Trent, and ſome others before determined 
as de fide, to be thenceforth 10 m0”e queſtionable, 

Tiis was not to beexp.Itied within thoſe firſt oo years of the Church 
when ws wanting an Univerſal Biſhop and Pope, by whoſe power a 
Council might be ordered ro adopt theſe growing Erronrs for Traths, 
wh 4 af- er followed. For at the end of that ſixth Century, and in the en- 
trig ea the ſeventh in rhe year 607, we then begin to hear of Anti- 
Cl174its appearing in the world. Bur, 


I. In Infancy, 
2, 42/{ic7 in full age, growth, and ſtrenoth 
GD 7 - z C &5 2 O 2 D . 


1. £ntichrifts Infunt age, «& what next fulloweth, and may be fla- 
tec! in the Tear Cop, Boniſre: 3. who by favour of Phocas the 
I 116rOt ti ncd 44d alimrid the tit! f Unive {lal Biſh P 
SITEF Ci Or GUT 4, iC th 15;d Afi: 173-0 f 1. {itilc 0 INV ria OP Or OPe, 
wie bid been arnbitionll; ſerahe after by John Patriarch of Conſtanti- 
nople, 


4, 
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nople as what he thonght was velouging to the chief feat of the Em- 
pire Conſtant izoplegwhich his ſo inv. 1ding that proud title was,by Gre- 
gory the great Biſhop of Rome, decl. wed a ſign of Antichrilt's being 
then at hand, that whoſoever aſlumed that title was Antichrt or 

a forerunner of Antichriſt: not dreaming how rear that by 118 IC 
ſpoken was to himfel]. For wiile he was eycing as other perſor, 2nd place 
this was ſoon after fond in his own See of Rome, aud, there, un his 
very next ſucceſſor but oue, Bonitace, 3. he Arrogating that high 
name of Univerſal Biſhop,n- # content with Primacy without Suprema- 
cy : not [.1i5/1:4 with being firſt among the five Patriarchs, but 19 
be above them alſo, aid th ey ſubj fled to bum, and his rule, p- he to 
, be over all Biſhops, andeks C hrurch throrghoxut the whole world ſb- 
jetted to him as — 

And here ſee, how near the Pope's two ſo contrary Titles came in, 
aud began almoſt together,that of Serv us Servorum Del 6; Gregory ; 
and Univerſal Biſhop 4 ; Boniface his ſucceſſor. 

That alſo Antichritt had ſcarcely begun to ſhew himſelf in this 
Weſtern part of the World at Rowe, as naw i Boniface when near 
upon that time Mahomet the falte Prophet began to appear in the 
Eaſt, both to the bane © of the Chursh : the fa 103 2/15 Ciurches int! be Ea i{F 
ſuppre ſed by the ont; and thrſe in the eſt corrupted by the other, 

2. Net was this but Antic chriſt s infancy; We 4 have yct to ſee him in 
his full growth of ireageh and ſtature znuder fokrping Pep-5yo ſpecial 
in Gregoy 7th. before caled Hildebrand, < inlrged the Ac 
power above all (; ritual and temporal, nt ory Biſhops, bzt cven 
Emp erours allo being { Lrozght under bins, 

As to the time of Gre ory 142 pths Papacy, which was about a 
thouſand years from the dettry Qion of 7ern/. ale and Temple, by 
the Remans : In waich time of tl - deſtruction of prriſulem was that 
Fulneſs of Chriit's Kingdom, and Its Coming in pow rs Toat is, the 


Goſpel preached to other Nations, azd [ervſatem trodden down of 


the Get-les, (Ls ef 21, 24.) Therct 3 ſo were the T. mple yF wifh 
ſervice, worſe. ip aid [4 rin ces taken oi it of 1 2 I fu” wr ie, for AR iis, 
were hindrazces to th: contſ: of of the Goſp-l. 

Ia this Cirij:'s Kingdom of th2 Goſpel come there ir.:s to 
binding up of Sat an for a thouſand years aſter,ſo as the Bev 
rc ſtrain: '4, not in that linnc,t? ſeduce tae Woric jo ;ree;, &rid [0 9248+ 
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To the Reager. 
rally as before, Rev.,20.1,2,3.) after which thouland years, Satan was 
to be again at liberty, for miſchief, which looſing of Satan was the 
period of Antichriſts being alſo at liberty,hecoming with the work- 
ing of Satan ( 2 Theſ. 2. 9. Satan aud Antichriſt working by and for 
each other Which thouſend years were then compleated in thePapacy 
of Gregory the 7th, mentioned. 

And it may be obſerved in this, what is alſo found in other great 
Prophecies, that about the time of their fulfilling mens minds have 
been then ſtirred up as by inſtinct to enquire after that which was 
ro be about that time expected. 

So w.ts it aboat the time of the 70 years captivity, which when at 
hand, Daniel is then more than before inquiſitive and looking after it's 
accompl:ſhing . Dan, 9. 23) 

$9 alſo when the fulnets of time came for Chriſts coming into the 
world(Gal.4.4.)*ow were men then more eſpecially awakened for look» 
ing after any waiting in 7ecr«ſalem for the ſalvation of ſracl, (Luke 
2.25.38.)/s as when any eminent perſon appeared that might carry any 
[:kelyhood for it; as lohn B. he was ſent unto, ſfolemnely to ſatisfy 
whether he were the Chirit (oh. 1. 19, 20:) ſo when the thouſand 
years for Satans looſing, aud Antichriits conſequently appearing, 
were expired, the expectations of ſume were then greater, rhey ear- 
neſtly enquiring whether Antichriſt was yet come? or when? As to 
the letter (ſaith Riokiraru YVilttorings)theſe thouſand years are alrea- 
dy expired, yet. then Antichriſt ſhall come, and Satan be loofed, we 
know not (4. ) 

Which mens not knowing Antichriſt when come, and preſent, and 
ſeen, and ( by the time for his coming elapſed) concluded as come. Jn 
that we ſee but what was,as to Chrilt himſelf. For the time jor his come 
ing being fulfilled aud he preſent ia the world, and ſeen and ſpeaking 
dayly with them, yet was not known (oh. I. 10, 11.)2ut-ſtill expett- 
ed. So was it as to Chriſt's Kingdom alſo;he himſelf being interrogated, 
when the Kingdom of God ſhould come,be anſwered that the King- 
dom of God is within you,that is among youz;that which they ſay not, 
was even then preſent, and with them, (Luk,17.20,21.) m:aning is 
Kingdom of the Golpel : fo were exquirics after Antichriſts comings 
when he was already come, yet not 6bſerved, 

But alt!:3:3% forme were then ſo to ſech, as to Antichriſt, uot knowing 

or 
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or ſeeing him when preſent and to be ſeen, yet was it not ſo with all ; 412 
being # nderſtood of others otherwiſe, ſo as even to be pouited at,and d:- 
clared as to his place and perſon. 

Particularly, as to Gregory the 7th. er Hildebrand,of whom Ebe- 
rardus in Aventinus thus ſpeaketh. Hilgebrand ore bundred and fe- 
venty years ſince, was the firlt, who under colour of Religion laid 
the foundation of Aztichriſts Empire. Thote BY \bylonian Prieſts 
would reign alone, an equal they cannot-endure, the y ceaſe not to 
trample : all under foot; they ſit in the Tixle of Gea,ard are exalted 
above all that is w orſhiped ; he who ſtiles himſelf Servant of Ser- 
vants,is Lord of Lords as if he were God. He frames to himſelt an 
Empire changing Laws; he eſtabliſheth his own, te corrupts, robs, 
ſpoils,defrauds, kills, that man of perdition whom they are wont tv 
call Antichriſt, in whoſe forchead that name of contumely is writ- 
ten, lam God, cannot erre ; he ſitteth in the Temple of God ru- 
ling all and every-where;many ſay that Gregory is Antichriſt (a.) 

Alſo in the Papacy of Paſchalis 2.4. 1105. Frentizzs Archbiſhop of 
Florence EECLOVER A Blick «ly that Antichriſt was even then come, and © 


(A) 
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that he did fit openly in the Church, poznrzag at the Popezat which Fe 


tize Pg pe w.2s ſo cearly tor hed, that in a Co: encul, zt Florence of 3409 gen. p.1r.2 
Biſheps, fulence in that was 1: poſed on that Arc bbifl OP « P. 43 


This :s that Pope Paſchal, who contended-with the Emperor Henry 
_— _— ng jrom him th; oe vous age ON 4 [nveſtiture © Ot Bi- 


the Pc -D Gund; "7 him; elf, vi po po:yere { oy teL raper ror, who w. is theu w vith 
an 4rmy 1 [taly, br aid withdrawn that his Cl alleng ge, leaving the 
Emperor n poſſeſſion of that pri ivitedge as before. And at a  folemnMaſ 
adriinitring the holy Supper,the P ope laid, my Lord the Empero 
This body of our Lord born of the\ irgin Mary,and which ſalſered 
on the Crots, as the holy 4poſtolicx Church profelierh, | give in 
confirmation of this ſincere accord wy eween us(Z breakun? thel? oft, 
keeping part for hin {o , #24 giving the other part to the Emp: ror, hz 
adacd) as this body of our Lord is divided. lo let him be divided 
from the Kingdom of Chriſt our Lord, w 10 gy all « attempt the vio- 
lating this covenant between us,to w hich nz: 42m. !, jo pronounced, 
all ſaid {m7t) Notwithjtoials! r Wh 'D, te 4 pers L e770 retired to 
Germany,toat Very Pope aiſſul £5 ed all 11 woke ane, wia Callcd tit Pie 
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edae which be {» confraed to the Emperonr previlegium, not privi- 
um (Sig oerts's ditigue avud Alagd-onr. Cert. 23, 6, 0% 
Baronius a!ſo 12:25 m-ationeth ( 4. 1 170.) Alexazder 3. and his 


:. Legates Letter to the Pope hs Maſter(c)Be pleaſed molt holy Fa- 


ther, to hear patiently what we fay, for my ſoul is in bitterneſs ; 
both your devoted Son'the mott Cariſtian King of France, and the 
whole Galliczs Church are troubled art the ſcanda's, which ic the 
daies of your Apoltolat are given by the See Apoltolick, infomuch 
as our own ſay, that there Satan is let loofe to the deſtruction of 
the Church, and that Chriſt is again ccucified,and a manifeſt Sacri- 
legious perſon diſcharged. 

Alſo Toachimus Abbas, 4.1190. ſaith, that Antichriſt is now born 


in the City of Roz2r, and is advanced into the See Apoltolick ( f- ) 


[t were endleſs in this to raw throng t22 ſcveral ages before and ntil 
Luther, God having then in tooſe former times diſcovered Antichritt 
to ſome here and there; bt more plainly and more generally on the 
preaching of the Goſpel in the Reformation, oz which followed that 
ſo general a departure as we ſez at this day from that Babylon, a1 by 
1.21 voice ſreom Heaven, Come out of her my people, (Rev. 18. 4.) 

Confideriig woich clear evidence, aid light of this great and ſo im- 
portant 1rut%, fo generally diffi jed throngouout 1he Chriſtian Hemiſpiere, 
which all may ſee that will ſcez it 18 greatly to be wondred at to find 
notwithſtanding at homs, ſore excetiing in knowledge aud learning t9 
Trepe in this, 1 mid} of light, as 17 darkneſs, we baving the general 
conſent of Reformed Churches abroad. 

Having alſo within ozr ſelves tht concurring judgment of famous 
Biſhops and learned inen, 4m07ng whom are our Whitegift, Abbor, 
Tewel, Andrews, Morton, Davenant, Bilſon, Hall, Prideaux, Fulke, 
Reynolds, Whitaker, and or 7:d:c4075 Hooker above many, And 
in Ireland ſo had we orr Ulher, Downham, and Bedell, (nor to 
mention others) md the ſuſfrage alſo of ewelve Biſhops roget ar a2t;ver- 
ed 5; Biſhop Downham, d.ſsred #n the nam? of the reſt to diclare their 
fuagments im ut 1 his Szrmoa i Chriit- Church Dublin, on the 229. 
of April,1627, Tais was ſubſcribed Nov. 20.1626,5y Ja. Armachanus, 
Malcolm Caflelen. Anth, Mideaſis, Ro. Dunenſis, Rich. Corke, 
Clovne and Roſe, Thomas Kilmore and Ardmagh, Mich, Water- 
ford cad Lilmnorc, Tho. Fernes a4 Laughlin, Geo. Derenfis, Andr, 

Aladen- 


To the Reader. 


Aladenfſis, Tho. Dromor. Fra. Lymerick. 

Theſe are here named jor their laſting honours; be/ſiaes whom are 0- 
thers of former times, and of the preſent > allo, not m2itioued. 

Ada our Engliſh Book of Homilies approved and pusl:ifhed by at- 
thority, 11 which 6s ſufficient to ſhew the Doctrine of the Church of En- 


gland to the ſame purp: ſe. 


But what needs more than that Excellent Parapiraſe on Rev. 20. by 
the moſt Learned a among Kings, King James of e: ver bleſſed memory, 
proving and concl, eding 1 the Pope Antichriſt,Cc, in that his learned Pa 
end excellent Work leavi ng 4 laſting monument to thelVorld of his betus 
defender of the Faith; A glorious Title deſcending to him, and to this 
Rop. = Fam: ily for ever, 

By which Learned work of that Great Prince, that Roman bealt fe! 
it [clf ſoa w romnde 4, tat their greateſt Coampion BE ellarmine (6! rwad-r 
a diſcriſ-Ywas inforced to —— aud | belp; i but w. th fo va: t ſ 1cc2ſs, that 
thereby GCC. Je 18 was given to He a "ned men to clear uþ that Truth, as we 
find at this day, avove contradition, ether than cavilling. 

Ad jet firang? W is notwithſtanding to ſec(as was [aide of exc2t- 
lent parts 11: &owledne ai as m— 1089112 our ſelvis now ſticking here, 
ſome being in that led 1 /J a rev erend eſteem of fume others of notaer 
Judgment, ut j few 2s to be rtmored, and not to weigh in the ballance, 
Of theſe, ſome labour to ſtave off Antichril [t from Rome, for avnydi ig 
what they ſuppoſe inconvenient, our deriving our Ch. irch and Holy 
Orders. /-oz2 a1 Antichriſtian ſtate, which needed wot to tron 11.652, 

But ſome ou: of 4 peaceab!e ;nclinari on, deſ1zninz the recor _ 
ling Rowe and us in one, or at leaſt not ſo ſur to of: nd that party, 
if Rome were ro be comp! lewented aud oerd tuercoy to fauour our 

C-uſe or perſons the more, were we i their power, 

IWiereas by ſuch our connivance and filence not {pe:thing out what is 

truth, that Rome is Babylon , the Pope Antichril t; and that commu - 
nion there is dangerous to ſome, and to others da mnable, md by out 
tend2s ſcrbearance iu this, Popery and that Church doth paſs four Ca- 
tholick,Antient, H ly, and the very way to Salvation, IVhercoy not 
few nav? veen ſeduced and drawn away from the Triith profeſſed, as 0= 
thers may be 'zW/0 hear of rothing to tic Cot Far gt be ereby are alſo th ſe of 
that commi! on faſre EE hekone they be £4 conſtr 124 oy th: $ O:1Y /ile: ICC 
On which conſidera 797, and ti.it this ſitikes at the? root of { Pop:rr, I 


have been lcd to tmis {at F7 of F; 7h id 
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To the Reader. 

Which as firſt was intended but for that Honourable Auditory aud 
place only where it was preached, but by multiplied importunities of 
many, and being awakened by an imperfett Copy, taken while it was in 
ſpeaking, which I underſtood to have begn diſperſed, and I know not 
how far, and might be (1 feared) to the prejudice of the Truth, and to 
the advantage of adverſaries, TI therefore conſented to the reviſing and 
puvliſhing thereef for avoiding thoſe inconveniencies, declaring this, aud 
none other, to be what I own. 

[n which as now ſct forth, are ſome things more than were delivered 
in Preaching, yet what was intended, had time permitted; ſomething 
alſo is added for further inlargement, which might better paſs (1 con» 
ceived) in writing than in ſpeaking, 

And althozgh that called a Sermon be ſwoln hereby above its ord:- 
nary bulk, it is notwithſtanding ſtill ſnort of what may be neceſiary for 
the cleas opening of this great Point; yet do I ſtop there notwithſt aiding 
at preſent ſuppoſing there may be an opportunity after offered for defence 
of that delivered by that oppoſition, which is not to be doubted this may 
fad from the adverſe Party, 

Whatever this is, all is (ubmitted 10 the judicious Reader; aeſering 
Gods bleſſing it to all, particularly ts thoſe, who yet hear not that voice 
trom Heaven, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not par- 
takers of her ſins, and that ye receive not of her Plagues, (Rev. 


18, 4.) 


8 


(1) 


4 SERMON of Antichriſt Preached at Chriſt-Church, 
Dublin, Novemb. 12. 1676. 


- 2 Thelſl, 2. 3.to 13. 

V. 3. There ſhall come a falling away firſt,and that man of ſin ſhall 
be revealed, the Son of Perdition, 

v. 4. IW-ho oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called 
God,or that is worſhiped;ſo that he as God ſitteth in the Temple of 
God \ſhewing himſelf that he is God. 

V. 5. Rememler ye nor that while T was yet with you, 7 told you 
theſe things. 

V. 6. And now ye know what witholdeth, that he might bz revea- 
led in his time. 

V. 7. For the axftery of iniquity doth already work, only he who 
now letteth will let,until he be taken out of the way, 

V. 8. Aud then ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
ſhall conſume with the Spirit of his mouth,aud ſhall deſtroy with 
the brightneſs of his coming. 

V. 9. Evenhim whoſe coming is after the working of Satan with 
0 ower and ſignes and tying wonders. 

. 10. Andwith all deceivablenes of unrighteouſneſs in them that 
ney becauſe they received not the love of the Truth that they 
_ be {aved. 

. 11. And for this cauſe, God ſhall ſead them ſtroug deluſions, 
= they ſhould believe a lye. | 

V. 12. That they all might be damned, who believed not the trath 
but had þle aſur elm unrighteouſneſs. 


HE words read excced much thenow ordinary bounds 
£ 1 of a Text, yet bcingall ofa picc*, nothing could be well 
omitted. 

The words are a Prophecy of evil times to os CR 

and to the World,by one here termed A mas of fin, (v. )and 
who that man of Sin is, is now the enquiry ; Ss well w Loren 
our enquiry, the 1 import of the matter, and its concern gene- 


rally conſidered. 
The 


vND v&L. 
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A Sermon of Anticurilt, 
The diſcovery of this man of Sin, will appear in the deſcrip: 
tion here given 0! him, both in his 


Rije | /His Fall, v; 8. His Riſe before, v. 3. Theſe make 


- _ hs UP tlic par 's of my 1 ext. - 


1H 


Hil Uſe is here under four conſiderations, by which brought 

er, this 14 2 of $ix will be ditcovered who he js. 
| Hereisthe character, condition and quality,what kind of 
uriia he 15, a an of Sin, 2 th 3. 

2, He is alſo conſidered as to the place, where he 1s to be 
found, it1izg in the Temple of God. 

& Hereisallo tle 7ime whenheis to appear in grandeur, whey 
he that did then lett or hinder ſhould be removed, then ſhall tha? 
wicked be revealed. 

t. His ations in the world, hen he ſhould be rev caled,and by 
chic he ſhould be known abore others, he oppoſing and exalt- 
ing himſelf atove all that is called God, Ee. v. 4 

He to whom: all theſe: agree, and in whom all mcet together, is 

that Aſan of Sin, this Son of perdition whom we now ſeek alter. 
I. 

Tis condition and quality is herein to be firſt conſidered:that 
he is a Man of Sin. 

A Man of Sin is a>cripture: form ot ſpcal grey. palenge 2 above others 
inful. 1 he word ſinuer lon? CtUMCS IMPOT ts the gre ater fort of f1n- 
»er5;and where the word ſinners is ſirlt found in Scripture (Gey. 

. 13.) It is ſaid of Monſters of fin, thoſe of Sodom who were ſ1n- 
ners b fore the Lord exceedi; gy. And ſurely a Man of Sin, in- 
tends ſomething more thana /immer. Pezarenders it merum  ſee- 
{ts,mccr or very wickedneſs. 4 I of Sin (ſaith Grotius) frg- 
vitieth fore perſon not.1l ly aud above a'l others wicked. 

And accordingly 15 this Al 2 of Sin here ene above others 
fiaſul, both in life 2 and profe;ton. Therefore called Jpirituaily 
Sodom, (ev. 11. d.) A! nd as to Fuith and Dodrine ; . An Apo 
(fate (and what is 11 tat kind pets ful/izg away ( v. 3 - 
cieparting ſr 0m tle } aith 1 Tin 1 ; dew FT r; 2 Zan 1 
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(3) 
to abſtain from meats,&c.(1 Tim.g.1, 2,3.)we know whodo ſo. Of theſe 
Apoſltate Profeſlors are thoſe allo of whom St. Fohn ſpeaketh who de- 
ny that Feſns is the Chriſt ; adding, he is an Antichriſt that denyeth the 
Father and the Son, whoſoever denyeth the Son hath not the Father (1. 
Fohn 2. 22, 23.) And every ſpirit that confeſſeth not, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
come in the fleſh, is not of God; and this is that ſpirit of Antichriſt whereof 
ye have heard that it ſhould come, and evennow already, is it in the world 
(1. Fohn 4. 3.Not that Atichriſt,or every Antichriſt, denyeth Chriſt come 
72 tbe fleſh; Some did fo 3 nor do all hereticks ſpeak the fame thing, 
but whoſoever ſhall ſay that Chriit is not come in the fleſh is an Antichriſt. 
In all is to be obſerved, 

I. That all falſe doFrines and hereſies, whether againſt the doGrine 
and truth of CEriſt, of which the ApoſtleS. Paul ſpeaks (1. Tim. 4.) 
or againſt Chriſt's perſon or Natares, of whom St. John ſpeaks; both theſe 
are againſt Chriſt, and ſach as ſo teach and believe, are therefore 
(becaule againif Chriſt ) Antichriſt, ſo as every deceiver is an Antichriſt 
0 v. 7. ) I Fudg faith St. Hierom) all chief hereticks to be An- 
tic 


and of thoſe many that ſome were then, in the Apoſtles: dayes,in the jj. 
world. (1. Fohn 4. 3.) Apoſtates from the faithbetore profelied 3 They 24- 


wert from us, but were not of us faith the Apoſtle (1. obs 2. 18, 19. 

3. Obſerve, that among thoſe many Antichriſts there is one chief 
Anmticl.riſt, ſee both in 1. John 2. 18. little children, it is the laſt tine, as 
ye have ——— ſhall come;even now are there many Antichriſt s. 

In this we find thoſe two ſorts of Antichriſts diſtinguiſhed. r. Þz 
mmber : Antickriſts plurally, And many Antickriſts the other but 
Antichriſt{ingly: one among many. 2. Theſe two alſo are diſtinguiſhed 
in time, Of thoſe many ſome already come, and then in the World ; but 
that one Antichriſt then not yet come, yet expected ('2 Thefſ. 2.) the 
revealcd in his time (v. 7.8.) 3. {cethat one and chief Antichriſt a- 
bove the reſt pointed at Emphatically, by#» Article which is in the 
Greek, not expreſſed in our Engliſh *O«raxes@& that Article 'O enixes@& 
or that Antichriſt (faith Grotins) points at ſome one Antichriſt among 
thoſe many more noted. And with like Emphaſis is this mar 


of ſin, in the Text expreſled by =_ man of (in, The Son of perdition 
(V-3.) 


riſt, under the name of Chrilt teaching contrary to Chriſt. (b) (b)8. 
2, Hereby we find that there are many Antichriſts (1 Fohn 2, 18) Hier. 
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(4) 
(v. 3.) That wicked (v. 8.) and even him, whoſe coming is after the 
working of Satan (v. 9.) | 

4. Obſerve that great Artichriſt in S. John, and this rar of Sir: 
q »'bg in $. Pan/to be intended of the ſame Perſon ; zone can doubt but that St. 
in2 "Parl doth ſpeak, theſe things of Antichriſt ſaith S. Auguſtine. (c.) 
F - _ where and elſe where wefind the fame perſon under ſcveral names, 
' civit. under diverſe confiderations, fo called Sodoxr and Egypt (Rev. 11. 8. 
# __ " the great whore (Rev 17. 1.) Babylon v. 5. and here that man of (112 
I x9. (5) and by St. John, Antichriſt. In which varicty of names, ſome one 
is at preſent to be principally uſed, for avoiding confuſion; in which 
T ſhall chooſe that of Antichriſt, as beinga word both Scriptural, and 
Ecele/:aſtical, frequently occurring in the Fatkers, and Eccleſiaſtical 

L writers, ancientand modern. : 
i 5, Obſerve that #zaz of Sin or Antichriſt, although ſingularly, 
: and Emphatically, and as it were, perfonally pointed at, is not not- 
| withſtanding to be underſtood as terminated in any one individual perſon 
whatſcever; but asthoſe many Antichriſts make up that wicked ſociety 
of Apoſtate Herettcks, of what kind ſoever; ſo is this great Anti- 
chriſt A chief 'of this great Apoſtacy, but as one in ſucceſſzon, though 
F () diverſe im perſons, © it is faid of the *Pope and Papacy (d) That as to 
' wri- the place and office of the Papacy 'all Popes from firſt to laſt, are but as 
umph. eve Pope, ſo when they ſay, tke *Pope is head of the Church, that isnot 
| te.” intended of any one Pope alone, but of any and all in that ſucceſſion. 
| tax, Thus of .Avtichriſt, as here conſidered in his perſon, condition and 
= quality. A man of Sin, one in profeſſion and faith, alſo in life and manners 


Þ 3- | <> - - 
| Art97. frafil exceedingly 5 and how that is, will appear after 1n particulars. 


We have next to ſee this man of (i, as to his place, where he 
| ſhould appear, and is to be expected ; fitting in the Temple of God. 
| Which words The Temple of God, ſome appropriate to Feruſjalerr, 
| and the Templethere,. ſo underſtood properly (faith Grotius) in both 
| Teſtaments (e) It ſeems alſo to make for this 3 what 1s inſtanced of 
| © Cajus one of the Roman Emperours, who cauſed his Image or ſtatue 
| d tobe placedin the Temple at Feruſalen to be worſhipped : which agrees 
ani- (ſay ſome) with the Text literally, This man of (im, ſitting in 
cult -he reruple of God &c. F 

_ ut 


C2 

But this an of fr, or Antichriſt, is intendedof an _Apoſtate Chri- 
ftian fallen away (v. 3.) ſuch as was not Cains, a Pagan, and never other- 
wiſe, therefore not he this Antichriſt. | 

2. Nor is Antsgbrift one individual perſon, but a chief in ſucceſſion; 
S—_— Antid&ariſtian State-and Fation, therefore not Cairns nor 
Simon Magns, dr any other ſuch whoſoever 3 whichwill after appear 
more fully, 

- 3.TheTempleof Godin the Text isinterpreted the Chriſtian Church, by 
theFathers St. Agn/tirr,Chryſoſtom, Hierome, Hilary, Theophyla@,T heodoret, 
and others ; alſo by Thomas Aquinas and others of the Schoolmen. 

4. Notwithſtanding what is confidently averred by ſome, that i 
both Teſtaments, the Temple of God is intended of that Temple in Fern- 
ſalem,the contrary appears 3 and that the Chriſtian Church is.alfo in 
that pointed at in both Teſtaments, So in Zech. 6. 12, 13. "Behold 
the man whoſe name is the Branch (meant of Chriſt, Zech. 3. 8. Ia. 
14,1. Jer. 3, 8. 33.15.) Le ſhall grow out of his. place, and he ſhall build 
the Temple of the Lord, even he ſhall build the Temple of the Lord, and ke 
ſhall bear the glory,and ſhall (it and ruleupon his throne. In which isnot 
intended the Temple of Fernſalem, as if built by Chriſt, whoſe de- 
{truction he declared; thoſe dayes alſo of its deſtruction being the 
time of the Lord's coming to Fudge that People, and then ſetting up his 
Temple of the Chriſtian Church, where ke would be worſhipped in ſpirit 
wnd in truth; not any longer in Types and Sacrifices, as in Feruſalent 
(John 4.20. 21.23.) And the Chriſtian Goſpel-Church taken as Ca- 
tholique, and of both Nations, is called the Joufbold of God, built on 
* the foundation of the Apoſtles and * Prophets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf being 
the ckief cornet ſtone, in whom all the building fitly framed together 
groweth nnto an Holy Temple inthe Lord, in whom they are alſo builded 
together for an hatitation of God through the Spirit. (Ephel: 2. 19, 20. 
21. 22, 

ar by the Temple, ſo by Fernſalem allo is the Goſpel-Church of 
= and Gentile ſignified, and that alſo, as the Church 7s Militant and 

rinmphant ; Jeruſalem which is above being motker of ## all, (Gal. 4, 
25,206, 27. 
PF whichitis to be obſerved that the ſtate of the Chriſtian Church is 
ſet forth in the Revelations by 2 — of 2 Women. WF 
2 wit 
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(6) 

One, the Holy Chriſtian Church, repreſented in a Woman cloathed 
with the fun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of 
12 ſtarrs, (he travailing with Child (\hewing her mmerous Iſſue ) 
who was before barren (Iſa. 54. 1.) ſhe alſo, and hers proſecuted and 
6 by the dragon, but preſerved (Rev. 12.1, 2,3. 6.13, 14,15, 
I6,17. 

But the other womarn,ſignifying the Church Artichriſtian, perſecuting 
the true Profeſſors, and drunk with the blood of the Saints, and with the 
blood of the Martyrs of Feſus (Rev. 17. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6.) 

Obſerve alſo that theſe 2 women (or the Church under theſe 2 ſtates 
and conditions) are alſorepreſented by 2 Cities, the great City Babylor 
and Fernſalem : that City named * Babylon (Rev. 17.5, 18.) being tor 
that Antichriſtian ſt ate : but the other City Jeruſalem (Rev, 29.6»21, 
& 22.) for the Church of God, the new Feruſalen ad Temple; no won- 
ur then if by Feruſalem and the Temple the Chriſtian Church be figni- 

ed. 


5. And, that Feruſalem andthe Temple there,could not be the ; rn 
where that man of ſin or Antichriſt was to fit,appears, in that *Babylor, 
the city contrary to Ferxſalem, isdeclared Antichriſt's ſeat : Allo,that 
the deſcription given to that City (the ſeat of Antichriſt ) no way 
ſuits with Fernſalexr, ſee for that ( Rev. 17. 6, 7, 8, 18. ) where, by 
Babylen, the Romaniſts (we need go no further) intend Rome, and 
for that the Rhemiſts earneſtly contend in their Annotations on 1 Pet. 
5.13. The Church that 3s at Babylon ſaluteth you (faith St. Peter) which 
is their Scripture-proof for Sz. *Peters being at Rome. Alſo Cardinal 
"Baronius ſpeaking of the name Babylon in the Revelation,Certiſſunum 
eſt, @c. it is moſt certain (ſaith he) that by the name Babylon, the City 

ome zs Ghia f?) and Cardinal Be//armine,by Babylonsdeſcription, 
agreeing to Rome, concludes out of Turtullian, N otiſumum eſt, Ec. 
(faith he) 1t 3s moſt evident and acknowledged, that Rome 3s built ox ſever 
t.ills,nor was there any other city, which in the dayes of St. John, had do- 


| _eDe mMinion or reigned over the Kings of the earth,but Rome onely: (g) Rome 
" (c Rom. (faith he) ard no other city 5 not Conftantinople, which although after 
[| &, 2.c. [tyled Rome, or new Rome, being alſo ſeated on hills, yet did not that 
' 43-& then in St. Fokns dayes reign over the Kings of the Earth. And as to 
EC Jeruſalem, nothing of all that could be ſaid of it, wcither that it was 


Jo 


(7) 
fo ſituated on ſeven kills, nor then reigning over the Kings of the earth, 
Jeruſalem being then with her children in Bondage (Gal. 4. 2 5.)and that 
to the Romans; and by the Romans ſoon after deſtroy 
And if Rome be the City for that malignant ſtate, then muſt the 
Temple of God be underſtood to be there, and Rome to be the place 
for Antichrist's ſitting. But it is objected, how the Church of Rowe 
ſhould be then called the Temple of God where Antichriit ſitteth. 
Reſ. So was Fersſalem alſo once the Faithful City. Andeven when 
at worlt, after their crucifying the Lord, it was then called the Holy 
City (Math. 27. 53.) having that name from what before it was. So 
was Kome once famous over the World for its faith (Rowe 1. 8.) and 
the Church there was the Temple of God. And it was an honour to 
the Church of Rome,that it held out longer than ſome other Churches, 
and oppoſed the Hereftes riſing and prevailing in the Eaſtern 
hurches ; yet as thoſe famous Churches of Aſa, fell from their Pu- 
rity (particular Churches may fail) ſo did Rome it (elf after, and 
that once faithful city became an Harlot (Rev 17. 5.) as was faid of Je- 


ruſalem, and their ſilver was become droſs, and their wine mixt with wa- 


ter (Iſa. 1. 21, 22.) once Pure, now Mixt and Corrupt with Errors, 
and they even Apoſtate from that Faith profeſſed by their Forcfathers; 
yet from what once was, and from what 1s yet there left of Good 
(though mixed and corrupt) that Church is called by the Apoſtle here 
TheTemple of God and there Antichriit fitting. 

The ſumme of all is, that Babylon, which is acknowledged to be 
Rome, and the Temple of God there, or the Church of Rome Apoſtate 
from the Faith formerly profeſſed, is the place where Antichriſt is to be 
expected —_—— which was the 2d circumſtance here conſiderable for 
Antichriſt's diſcovery : his place « ſitting in the Temple of God. 


II. 
The Next is that of zize, when he ſhould appear. 

Little difference is between the Romanilts and us, as to the phe ; 
but the queſtion is of the t77e, for as the Fewes ſpeak of Chriſt zet 
to come , ſo do they of Rome concerning Antichriſt, and that he js ex- 
peed about the end of the World and at Rome, when Rome ſhall turn 
Apoitate, but we Allert that Amtichrist js already come ; and that long 


rice, 
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ſince; and that he is even now -in the World ating ms is faid of hint 
"which is to be now examined. 

The time for Antichriif's appearing is thus in the text expreſled (v. 
5, 6, 7, 8.) Remember ye not, faiththe Apoſtle, That when I was yet with 
you [ told you theſe things ? and now ye know what withholdeth that he 
might berevealed in his time, for the myster y of Iniquity doth work already, 
onely he who now letteth, will let, until he be taken ont of the way, and then 
ſhall the wicked be revealed, 

Unto this is to be added that in Rev. 17. ( both places joyned, 
making up this whole matter) For in Rev. 17, we read of a woman 
ftting on a bea5t with 7 heads (that woman being thatgreat City Rome, 
and thoſe 7 heads interpreted both 7 hills,on which that city is ſeated, 
And alſo 7 Governments called 7 Kings; Kinely or ſupreme. 

Of which 7 Governments of Rope, it is faid that 5 are fallez, and 
one is, and the other not yet come; and that when he cometh, he muit con- 
tinue a ſhort ſpace, and that the beat that was, and is not, and yet ic, 
which is added (v. 8.) even be is the eighth, and is of the ſeven, and 
goeth into perdition v. 10. 1T. 

For opening both which Texts together, 

1. It is granted, that Rome 7s that great City ſeated on ſcuen kills 
and ruling over the Kings of the earth. 

2. That theſe ſeven heads or governments, are Romes ſeven Govern- 
ments alſo. 

3. Of thoſe ſeven Governments of Rome, 1t is ſaid that five are fal- 
len : ſo inSt. Fohns time were thoſe firſt five fallen, that is, 1. Kzngs, 
2. Conjuls, 3. Diftators. 4. Decemwvirs, 5. Tribuni militunt (thoſe veſted 
with Confular and Supreme power which five are ſo by Lzvy di- 
ſtintly mentioned; What (faith he ) the Romans did, firit under their 
Kings, afier under their Conſuls, Dictators, Decemvirs, aud Conſular 
Tribunes, whether as to wars abroad, or ſuppreſſing troubles at home, I 
have (aid he ) ſet forth in five books. (Tit. Liv. lib. 6.) All which their 
firit froe chief Governments were fallen away, and not then in St. Fobr's 
time of writing, 1n Being. 

4. Where it is fajd,that one is; Inthat is Romes ſixth form of Govern- 
ment, next following thoſe frve before faller, this ſixth being that of 


C2zſars, or Emperowrs, which is, or then was, when this was written, the 


Roman 


(9) 
Roman Emperours then, and hundreds of years after, reigning in the 
world, and over the Kings of the earth. 

5. That there was another yet to follow, being Romes ſe venth form of 
Government,not then yet come, whenthat was written, but expected : 
concerning whichT ſhall ſhew, 

1. What kind of Government this is, and how diſtin&or differing 
from the former. 

2. That for introducing this ſeventh form of Government, the laſt 
foregoing, the ſixth, was to be removed 3 and was removed accor- 

ingly. 

- That onthe removing of the ſixth, this ſeventh ſucceded. 

2, What kind of Government this ſeventh is, and how diſtin and dif- 
fering from the former : Asto Romes former (1x Governments, they were 
all civil and military. This ſeventhis principally Hierarchical or Pontifi- 
cal. Such a kind of Government was that Prieſtly and Macchabear, 
among the Jews after the captivity, which continued until near 
the on of Chriſt's coming 3 about which time it was by Herod ſup- 

relied. | 
n And that Antichriſt's dominion in Rowe ſhould be ſuch, is imply- 
cd in his ſitting (that is in-chief) in the Temple of God, the Temple of 
God denoting asthe place, fo the perſon alfoas to his condition and qua- 
lity, that he ſhould be Clerical. He ſhall attain Eccleſzaſtical dignities, 
andin the Temple of God ſhall ke fit, holding there the ſeat or chair of Emi- 
nency, ſaith Radulphus Flaviacenſss de Antichriſto (Levit. c. 1.) apud 
Magdeburg. (Cent. 10. c. 4.) Allo Pope Gregory the great [tyles Anti- 
chriſt, Sacerdotem Umniverſalem, the Univerſal Prieſt, for whom (laith he) 
an Army of Prieſts is prepared, (h) ſhewing his Army and Arms ſpira- (p) 


tual, other than before, 6.Kp, 


Of which Romes Tentifeaity, itisfaid (Rev, 17. 8, 11.) that it was ** 
and is not, and jet is, and that being an eighth, it ſhould et be of the ſe+ 
zenth, that. is, - | 
I. That thas *Pontificality was, as 1s faid, that which is now in Rome, 
is what was alſo there before under former (Governments. | 
For as to matters referring to Religiov, the Romans had of old, in- 
ſtituted by Numa Pompilins their Pontifices or Under-prieſts;and over 
them a chief Prieſt called("Pontifex Miximus which lower ' Priefts were 


exewpt 
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exempt from civil juriſdiion, and only ordered by him who was Pontifex 
Maximus, he hir:ſelf not being accountable to any. (1) 

2. Of this Roman *Pontificality which was of old under the firſt five 
Governments; It is ſaid alſo, that 7t is not : (Rev. 17.8.) 3.e. then un- 
der the (ixth Government, thatof Ceſars(which was that in Being when 
that was declared to St. Fohn) then was it ſaid that this is not, or ther 
it wasnot ;, for the Roman Emperour conceiving the Priviledges of the 


- Pontifex Maximus overgreat, and not ſafe in any hand but his own, it 
. being independent: therefore he aſſumed and annexed it to the Imperial 
- Crown; ſo as it became one of the {mperial Titles, to be _ 


eMaxinns, thus continuing untill it was by Gratian a Chriſtian Em- 


ſe&." pcror altogether aboliſhed; ſo as that office of Pontifex Maximmns which 


was under the 6. Government was gg from what it was at firſt 
by Nima' Pompilins, Swallowed up in the perſon of the Emperour,and 
after quite abo/iſhed, therefore that which was, now is not,or then was 
not, when that wasby St. Joh written. 

3. Yet isit added (Rev. 17.. 8.) that what was, andis not, and 
Net is, there the preſent is for the future, as is uſualin ſpeaking of 
things to be, It 7s, 7. e. it ſhall be again, or asnow to us, it may be 
ſaid that it is : being 1n the Romiſh *Pontificate reſtored;not as before 5, be- 
fore it was an honorable office mong the firſt 5. Governments; they were 
ſupream, under which this was, although independent. Nor is it 
now as it was after under the 6th Government, that ofCzſars : it 
having been then annexed to the Imperial Crown ; but now in the Ro- 
miſh *Pontificate, this that was, and after was not, now is, being reſtored 
and created ſupreant, where we find even the very Title of Pontitex Maxi- 
mus retain'd, and the priviledges alſo, which the Pontifices, or under- 
prieits had of old, now again to them reſerved:;they being, as much as maybe, © 
exempted from civil power, and only accountable to him the now Pontifex 
maximus, ard he himfelf to none other. 

4. It followeth to ſee, how this becomes an eighth head in that Go- 
vernment, yet but of the ſeventh (Rev. 17. 11.) That is ſo by the Pope's 
advancing his ſpiritual dominion and title above all *Powers, the Empe- 
rour xot excepted, and Leing in his ſpiritual capacity the ſeventh, he be 
comes #0w in that exalted *Power an eighth, the *Prieſthood the ſeventh, 
being in his exalted *Power raiſedto an eighth head, yet of the ſeventh, 


not- 


(11) 
being in his exalted *Power raiſed to an eighth head, yet of the ſeventh 
notwithſtanding as to nature and kind thisis theſeventh, but an eighth, 
alſo i degree and power. 

But to the introducing this ſeventh head in the Government of Rome, 
was the laſt foregoing (the (txth that of Czlars ) to give place, and tobe 
firſt taken out of the way, This is nextto be conſidered, ſee it ſoin the 
text (v. 5, 6, 7,8.) whichnow come 1n. 

This required wary expreſſions, not thereby to raiſe perſecutions 
to the Chriſtians from the Emperor ; that being a crime Leſe Ma- 
jeitatis. This the Jews objected to Chriſt. Joby: the 18. 12, 15. and 
to his Apoſtles. (AFs. 17. 7. 25.8.) Therefore we find the Apoſtle 
here very circumſpett in declaring himſclf init, not ſpeaking all, but 
referring to what he had before told them in the ear, Remember ye 
ot what T told you of theſe things when I was yet with you?(2. Theſſ: 2. 5.) 
and being now to write of the ſame thing, how darkly is that done ? 
not nameing Emperony or any thing that way, only when he that now 
letteth ſhall be taken ont of the way, which indeed was the Emperonr, 
by whom that former office of *Pontifex Maximus was taken out of 
the way, and the Emperour alſo being likely- to oppoſe any other 
over topping power in that kind ; Therefore in order to'Romes 7th. 
kead or Government was the (:xthtobe removed, and that it was ſo ac- 
cordingly we find it. 

1. In Conſtantine the Great, (the firſt Chriſtian Emperour) his 
changing the ſeat ofthe Empire, which was Rome Anciently, and re- 
moving to Conſtantinople 3 thereby leaving the City of Rome, as it 
were vacant. 

2. When by ſucceding Emperours the Roman Empire was divi- 
ded, and the Roman Eagle before under one head, having after 2 
heads: and fpred into the Eaſtern and Weſtern Empires, and that al- 
ſothe ſcat ofthe Weſtern Empire was other where than at Rowe, there- 
by was that place leftto the Biſhops of Rome in a yet farther degree 
than before. 

3. But yet more, when azz. 475.the Weſtern Empire had quite ex- 
pired, and indeed in Anuguitulus (as it began in Auguſt) the Em- 
pire having bin invaded by the Goths and other Barbarous Na- 
tions, by whom alſo Rowe it = was taken, and poſſeſſed about 50 

years, 


years, the *Pope himſelf being alſo expelled and put to ſeek, for a time, 
another habitation, Hereby was the Weſtern Empire determined, 
and ſo continued 325 years. 

This was the 2. head propoſed, the firſt removeing kin that did let, 
for makeing way for him that was to ſucceed, 


TIT. It follows to ſhew the others — accordingly, and 
—_ comeing on according to the ſteps of the former's 
receding. 

1. For on Conſtantines leaving Rome, and makeing ConStant inople 
the ſeat of his Empire thereby (Scde vacante ) the.” Biſhop of Rome en- 
tered on the poſſeſſzor of the City of Rome 3, (the Romanilts add) : by 
donation from Conſtantine, with addition of other large Territories,held 
in Fee, and in Demeaſn for ever. ThisI paſs; it not being my work 
at preſent to examine it. In this ſtate thingsſtood about 3oo years, 
Romes Goverment being in that time by its Biſhops, yet ſubjected 
to the Emperor, by which they were kept within their bounds, for 
Rome being but one of the 5 Patriarchs, although chict among them, 
was not yet aboye then. 

2. $0 continued it untill the Exypire determincd in Augnſtulus, an. 
475. after which A. 607. * Bomiface. 3. obtained from *Phocas Empe- 
ror of the Eaſt, that zot the Patriarch of Conitantinople (who contended 
for being Chief) bat the Biſtkop of Rome ſhould be univerſal Biſhop. This 
Gregory. 1. Biſhop of Rowe had before condemneFin John Patriarch 
of Con5tuntinople,and by his but attempting it, concluded hinr, or any ſo 
doing, to be Antickriit or kis forerunner, and that Antichriit himſelf 
was not farr off. And now was the 1 tle of Pope appropriated tothe* Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, which was before communicated to other Patriarchs, 
and Biſhops alſo indifferently. 

And hitherto reacked Romes Epiſcopal and Patriarchal Government, 
of which it was ſaid that it ſhould continue a ſhort ſpace, Rev. 7. 10. 
which was about 3co years, that being but ſhort compared with 
what followed from * Beriface 3. when the Title began to fwellto its 
greatneſs, they being thenceetorth Uriverſal * Biſhops, and *Popes above 
all 


3. But after Boniface 3, Pope Leo. 3. ar, 800. made arfarther Eſſay 
of 
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of his power,in depoſing the Lawful King of France, and advancing Pipire 
his Subject to be King, and after created Charlemaine Emperor; both 
as Champions for the Church, to Expell the Barbarians,who had in- 
vaded Italy, out of whoſe hands Rome was recovered, and reſtored 
tothe Pope, with addition of other large Territories. 

4. But all this while, the Popes power, was in ſome things reſtrain- 
ed by thoſe Emperours of their own making, who reſerved to then- 
ſelves the chooſing and placeing of © Biſhops, and the approbation even 
of the very Popes alſo. 

In this, Gregory 7th. contended with Herry the 4th. Emperour, 
whom he Excommunicated and Depoſed, ſtirring up againſt him his 
ſubject Rodylphxs, naming himEmperour, and giving the Crown,with 
PETRA DEDIT PETRO, PETRUS DIADEMA RODULPHO. 

Of the troubles, bloud, and deſtruction to Germany in that, I ſpeak 
not, onely that to this Gregery 7. 1s by Popiſh writers that glory 
given, that he was [mperii Pontificii fundator ; others his Predeceſiors 
—_—_— the reaching at the temporal power, but was not till now 
attained. 

And after, the Emperour Herry 5th. coming to Rowe to be Crow- 
ned by Pope Paſchalis 2d. the Pope would not conſent to his Coro- 
nation, he firſt did give over all Right of Elefion of Popes, and 
of Inueſtitures of © Biſhops by Staffe and Ring ; In which although that 
Pope failed then of his. end, yet was that after attained. 

5. And although, In allthis the Pope had gained the point of fexr- 
poral ſovereignty, and the gaining alſo out of temporal hands into the 
Popes power, the Inveſtitures of Biſhops, by which he was in that kind 
abſolute, yet could not that ſatisfic,while the Pope was over-topped by 
a General Conncil, By which he had bcen oft threatned, awed and ſome- 
timesdepoſed. 

The removing this therefore, was to be next attempted, and was 
at length alſo by Pope Leo toth. compaſled, fo far as the Popes Coun- 
cil at Lateran could do towards it ; of which Be{/armine thus Trium- 
phantly 3 The laſt Lateran Council nnder Leo 10. expreſly and profeſſedly 
' teacheth that the Pope is above all Conncils, and reproveth a contrary de- 
cree in the Council of Baſil, (citeing the words of the Council, to which 
he adds) To this nothing can be anſwered, unleſs it be that this was no 
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General Council, or that it was not received by the Church, or-that this was 
»0t their decree de fide. Belarm. de concil. 1. 2 c. 17, 

6. But one thing yetremained ({hewing, as the Popes power, ſo his 
being in that, very Antichriſt ) which 1s the confirming thoſe Romiſp 
erronews poſitions which had been long creeeping into the Church, as 
Tares mixed with the Wheat : and had long paſled looſe, and un- 
determined, being onely diſputable, controverted, and oft oppo- 
ſed. 

Theſe wereafter, in the Councils of Conſtance, Latcran,and of Trent, 
concluded and decreed for Do@rines, and Articles of Faith ;, and an 
Additional Creed of 12 Articles of them compoſed, which were by Pius 
4th, his Bull impoſed to be ſubſcribed or ſworn unto. 

In all ſee, 

I. The Removal of Romes 6th. Head or Government, that of Empe- 
YOY's. 
2, See alſo the introduceing and growing up of the 7th. fromits infau- 
Cy tO its fu growth ; The Church of Rome being before, but as others, 
a Branchonely of the Catholick Church,»ow it ſelf paſſing. for The Catho- 
lique Church, and fe the root out of which all other Churches derive 
and fpring, others on this depending, and by that influenced : fo doth 
that Church now boaſt of her ſelf, of which the Apoſtle St. Panl in his 
Epiſtle to that Church had forwarned them, ("Ro 11. 18, 19, 20.) 
*Boaſt not againſt the * Branches, but if thou boaſt thou beare$t not the root, 
but theroot thee 5 Thou wilt ſay, the branches were broken off, that I might 
be graffed in; well, —_ of Onbelief they were broken off,and thou ftand- 
eff by Faith, be not kigh-minded but fear, For if God ſpared not the natu- 
ral branches, take heed that he alſo ſpare not thee. 

In which isthe Apoſtles prophecy concerning that Church. 

But before this be ſhut up, one doubt is to be removed, of the 
Empire being not yet taken out of the way, which we now ſee in Be- 


ing. 

Rec 1. Of that Empire which was in the Apoſtles dayes,is that by 
the Apoſtle intended, that itſhould be firſt taken out of the way, the 
ſtanding of that being an hinderance to the Succeeding Government. 
But. that Empire was long fince extinguiſhed. 


, 2. The 
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2. The "— Empire is of another kind, being of the Popesown 
erection, for reſtoring, promoting and preſerving his greatneſs; His 
hand o_ in that thoughout. | 
So * Bellarmine writing of the Tranſlation of the Roman Empirein 3 
bookes, he makes the ſumme of his firi# book, The Roman Empire be- | 
ing by authority of the Pope, tranſlated ſrom the Grzcians ts the French, | 
And the ſumme of his 2d. book, The Roman Empire paſſing fron the 
family of Charles the Great, and the French, unto the family of Otho, and 
the Saxons, by Authority of the Biſhop of Rome. The Title alſo of his 
3d. book is, The 7 EleGors of the Empire to have been initituted by *Pope 
Gregory 5th. See the Popes hand in all; he alſo even now approv- 
ig and Crowning the Emperour elected. 
And therein we find that fulfilled which was propheſfied of this Se- 
cond Beat (the Papacy ) Its ſetting up an Image of the former beat which 
had a wound by a Sword, that it ſhould live, ſpeakand be worſhipped (Rev. 
13. 12, 14, 15.)For that firſt beaft (the Emperour ) having in Auguitu- 
lus, the laft Emperour of that:race, received that 7's deadly wonnd > It, 
was by the 2d.beai7 that ſucceeded (the Pope again reſtored, andan E 
age of the former, made by hint an Empire,(etup; to which hegave life, (© 
as to ſpeak,and be worſhipped, thatis, honoured and followed. 
But 3dly. obſerve,that thisisbut a Image : ſois the now /{oman Em- 
peror, compared with what was . 
The now *Roman Emperor is but an Image of the Ancient Empire , 
(faith Salmeron) and the Majestie of the "People of Rome, by which 
the World was of Old Governed, is now taken away from the Earth, and 
the Emperour is now but an empty Title, andis but a ſhadow onely; So E- 
berhardus in Aventimes (m,) The Emperonr of "Rome is now but a bare , g, 
Title without Subſtance. (n) Neither indeed is that his Title, he is ot vent. 1 
ow Styled Emperonr of *Rome, but What is, Is onely of Germany; Ia | 
Home being left for the Pope. » Ibid; \ 
I ſhall, before-I conclude this, add alittle touching the greatneſs of bg. \ 
this 7th. Head, or Government of Rome, the Papacy, And. that it falls 
not ſhort of the Greatneſs of the former Emperonrs of ome, according to 
the Eſtimate made of both by the Romaniſts. | | 
For whereas Juſtus Lipſius his book. of the greatneſs of the Roman ; 
Empire, meaning that of 01d, is ſtyled Aadmiranda : Thomas why 
pro» 
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rofeſlor at Lovaine) (0) intitles his book of the Papal greatneſs, 


oTho, (p 
(| = ere Adniranda; owing that for extent, ſirength and power over Princer, 


' ron: thegrevtneſsof the Papa 
t 2 he) if the oman Emperor armed with 30 or 40 Legions, had many 


Empire, is far ſurpaſſing ; for no marvail((aith 


Kings at Command; but that the Pope a perſon narmed ſhould give Laws 
tothe World, and even to Kings, advancing and depoſing them at plea- 
ſure, this isindeed marvailons, Heinſtanceth in Leo 3d. his giving the 
_— to Charles the Great. 
co 1, called the Great, Biſhop of ome, ſpeaks thus of the greatneſ 

of "Rome ther, compared with what was before under the Czſars, and 
its former Governments, 

Thou art (' faith he of Rome )) a Royal and *Prieſftly City; *By the 
ſeat of St. Peter and Paul zn thee, thou art become the head of the world; thy 
ule is more by "Religion than by Earthly Dominion. For although thou 
didſt formerly Extend thine Empire by many ViFories by Sea, and Land, 
get ts that leſs which was by warlike proweſs ſubdued, than what is by Chri- 
ſtian peace ſubjeFed to thee, (Leo. Serm. 1. in natali Apoſtolorum Petri 
& Pauli : ) 


And *Preſper (1 de ingratis ) 

Sedes Roma Petri, quz paſtoralis honoris, 
Fac caput mundo, quicquid non poſlidet armis, 
Religione tenet 


In all - 

1. Weſce the Papacy, Romes Pontifical head raiſed above it ſelf, and 
from a 7th. raiſed even to an 8th. head. : 

2. See the 7th. head immediately ſucceeding the next preceeding ( the 
Emperor ) to bethe Pope. | 

3. That this 7th. head ſo next ſucceeding, to bethat Man of Sir, that 
Wicked ($0 faith the Text, v. 8.) that he who letteth or hindereth being 
taken out of the way, then ſhall that wicked be revealed ('2 Thell. 2. 

8, | 
E G which thus St. Chryſoftom: when the Empire of Rome is diſſolved 
vr removed, Antichriſt ſpall Truade that vacant place, and ſnatch at the 


Empire both of God and Man (Chryſoſtom in 2. Theſl. 2. Hom. 4) 
F'Y 
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4. If the Emperor be removed, and that long ſince, and that man of (im 
was next following 5 Therefore muſt Antichriſt be already come, and that 
long ſince, and is now in the World. 

5. Therefore who would not conclude the Pope next fucceeding the Em- 
peror to be that man of ſin, and Antichriſt ? 

Which will appear yet further in the next circumſtance. 

IV. 


Amtichriits aings in the world when appearing, by wkich he might be 
known among and above others: of that we read here (inv. 4. 9.) 
He oppoſing and exalting himſelf above all that is called God, or that is 
worſhipped. So that he as God (itteth in the Temple of God, ſhewing him- 
ſelf that he is God, whoſe coming is aftcr the working of Satan, with all 
power and ſignes, and lying wonders. 

Theſe with others mentioned are {g»s given for Antichriits dif 
covery 3 when 1n the world, which are to be conſidered particularly. 

I. Antichriſt ſitting in the Temple of God. XR, 

2.Exalting timſelf above all called God. : « 

3. Shewing himſelf that he is God. EOS) 

4. Concerning after the working of Satan. W.. 

5. Shewing himſelf to be Antichriit,an oppoſer. 

6.And in all to be that manof (in, that wicked, that ſor of perdition. 
Some may think the Pope not concerned in theſe ; but what if he 
be 2 what if theſe taken) together are all to be found in him; and in 
him alone, and in none other 2 then ſurely will appear, Thrs man of 
fm, this Antichrist who he is. 

I. As to Antichriſt ſtting in the Temple of God : of that I have ſpo- 

ken ; his //ttingthere ſpeaks him asckief there, which being by the 
Pope challenged, and aflerted by his, as his propriety, of that needs 
no more to- be ſpoken, the Popes fo ating; and healone, and noo- 
ther in the world belide him. 

II. As to hisexalting himſelf above all called God. | 

And who are they that are called Gods? This isin Scripture faid 
of Princes and Magiitrates, I have ſaid that ye are Gods, bt ye fhall dye 
like men (*Pſal. 82:6, 7.) they are but ca/ked Gods, not fo indeed, for 
they dy like men,.and that I have ſaid ye are Gods, ſhewes their Title 
to 
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( 16 ) 
W Tho. (profeſſor at Lovaine) (0) intitles his book of the Papal greatneſs, 


e Admiranda; owe that for extent, ſirength and power over Princes, 
the greetneſsof the Papal Empire, is far ſerpaſjing ; for no marvail (faith 


t 2. he) #f the Roman Extperor armed with 30 or 40 Legions, had many 


Kings at Command, but that the Pope a perſon unarmed ſhould give Laws 
to the World, and even to Kings, advancing and depoſing them at plea- 
ſure, this isindeed marvailous, Heinſtanceth in Leo 3d. his giving the 
—_— to Charles the Great. . 
co 1, called the Great, Biſhop of ome, ſpeaks thus of the greatneſs 

of Rome ther, compared with what was before under the Czſars, and 
1ts former Governments, 

Thou art ( ſaith he of Rome }) a Royal and *Prieſftly City; *By the 
ſeat of St. Peter and Paul in thee, thou art become the head of the world; thy 
ule is more by Religion than by Earthly Dominion. For although thou 
didſt formerly Extend thine Empire by many Vi@ories by Sea, and Land, 
get ts that leſs which was by warlike proweſs ſubdued, thart what is by Chri- 
ſtian peace ſubjeFed to thee. (Leo. Serm. 1. in natali Apoſtolorum Petri 
& Pauli: ) 


And *Preſper (1 de ingratis ) 

Sedes Roma Petri, quz paſtoralis honoris, 
FaQta caput mundo, quicquid non poſlidet armis, 
Religione tenet 


In all : 

1. We ſe the Papacy, Romes Pontifical head raiſed above it ſelf, and 
from a 7th, raiſed even to an 8th. head. 

2. See the 7th. head immediately ſucceeding the next preceeding ( the 
Emperor ) to bethe*Pope. 

3. That this 7th. head ſo next ſucceeding, to be that Man of Sin, that 
Wicked (So faith the Text, v. 8.) that he who lettcth or hindereth being 
taken out of the way, then ſhall that wicked be revealed ('2 Thell. 2. 

8. | 
g Gh which thus St. Chryſoſtome: when the Empire of Rome is diſſolved 
vr removed, Antichriſt ſhall Truade that vacant place, and ſnatch at the 
Empire both of God and Man (Chryſoſtom in 2. Theſl. 2. Hom. 4. 


4. If 


<a 
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4. If the Emperor be removed, and that long ſince, and that man of (im 
was next following ; _—— uſt Antichriſt be already come, and that 
long ſince, and is now in the World.. 

5. Therefore who would not conclude the Pope next ſucceeding the Em- 
peror to be that man of ſin, and Antichriſt ? 

Which will appear yet further in the next circumſtance. 

IV. 


Antichriits aTTings in the world when appearing, by wkich he might be 
known among and above others: of that we read here (inv. 4. 9.) 
He oppoſing and exalting himſelf above all that is called God, or that is 
worſhipped. So that he as God (itteth in the Temple of God, ſhewing him- 
ſelf that he is God, whoſe coming is after the working of Satan, with all 
power and ſignes, and lying wonders. 

Theſe with others mentioned are {gs given for Artichriits dif- 
covery 3 when in the world, which are to be conſidered particularly. 

I. Antichriſt ſitting in the Temple of God. ——— 

2.E-xalting t:imſelf above all called God. 
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3. Skewing himſelf that he is God. : Aut” ig} 
4. Concerning after the working of Satan. Wet, 
5. Jhewing himſelf to be Antichriit,an oppoſer. a 


6.And in all to be that man of fin, that wicked, that ſon of perdition. 
Some may think the Pope not concerned in theſe ; but what if he 
be 2 what if theſe taken together are all to be found in him; and in 
him alone, and in none other ? then ſurely will appear, This man of 
fm, this Antichrist who he is. 
I. As to Antichriſt ſtting in the Temple of God : of that I have ſpo- 
ken ; his /#ttingthere ſpeaks him as chief there, which being by the 
Pope challenged, and aflerted by his, as his propriety, of that needs 
no more to- be ſpoken, the Popes fo ating; and healone, and noo- 
ther inthe world beſide him. 

II. As to hisexalting himſelf above all called God. | 

And who are they that are called Gods? Thus isin Scripture faid 
of Princes and Magiitrates, I have ſaid that ye are Gods, but ye fhall dye 
like men (*Pſal. 82:6, 7.) they are but called Gods, not fo indeed, for 
they dy like men,.and that I have ſaid ye are Gods, ſhewes their Title = 


ro- 
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(18) 
to that their high name of Gods, that it is, from God, who 


faith it ſo of them, that is, from his word ; he calleth them Gods 
to whom the word of God came (Fohn 10. 34, 35, 36.) that is, by God 


commiſſioned and ordained Romans 13, 12.) ſtandingin his place, and 
ſo, to be ſubjected to, according to their degrees in Government, whe- 
ther tothe King as ſupream, or untoGovernours under him(1 Pet.2.13,14 

and fr0x2 this ſubjeion are none exempted; let cuery ſoul be ſubjett ec. The 
Apoſtles were not exempted, nor is thePope : This God Commands ; yet 
ſee in this, The *Pope exalting himſelf above all called Gods, even Em- 
perors as vailals to him, cauſing them to . hold his Stirrup, and Kiſs 
his feet 5 Celeſtine 3. crowned the Emperor, Hen:3. with his toe; Popes alſo 
fetting their feet on the necks of Emperors, as did Pope Adrian 4. ard 
Alexander. 3. Alſo diſpoſting crowns, and  W and advancing at 
pleaſure; which by Avertirns is ſaid of the "Popes from Gregory 7th. to 
kistime(p) Hildebrand who is Gregory 7th, firſt founded the Papal Em- 
pire, which kis ſucceſſors for 450 years carryed on, notwithitanding the 


annal. oppoſitions of the world, and Emperors reſiſting, ſo as high and low 
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were brought under and ſjubjefed to their yoke; According to their will they 
caſt down from heaven to hell, and exalt from hell to Heaven again. 

And what in this they praGtiſe they avow as due and proper to 
them, and to them alone ; of which therefore I need ſay no more. [z 
the Pope therefore, and in kim alone, and in none other is this jen of 
Antichriſt found, that he exalteth kimyelf above all called Gods, © 

HI. It followeth, His ftting in the Temple of God, ſhewing himſelf 
that he is God : Tut es alter Deus in terra, Thou art another God upon 
earth. was the ſpeech of Chriftophorus Marcellus in the very Conncil 
of Lateran to Pope Julizs 2. the Pope himſelfbeing preſent, (* Con- 
cil. Lateran. Sell. 4.) - 

And in the Gloſs on the Canon Law he is called ow» Lord God 
the *Pope (q)And whereas the word God, (fo ſaid of the Pope) was 
by ſome rhought too much, and in ſome Cdztzons omitted, we find the 
cenſure of the Gloſs by Pope Pixs 5; and the Gloſs of the Canon Law 
reviſed by Cardinals and learned men deputed for it by PopeGregory 13. 
in both, the word God before omitted, to have been reſtoredand put 


Genif, 1N again, and that by the Popes allowance : now it being what was, 


Cap. 
um 


:&* *To 


our Lord God the Pope. 
Nor 


( 19.). 
Nor cay it be otherwiſe intended, but that the Pope ſhould be ſo 
eſteemed, while they ſtick not to aſcribe to him Attrilntes proper to 
God, as Omnipotence and 1:ſiiteneſs, The Pope ( (ay they ) may do what- 
ſoever God doth 5, nor canit be known what the Pope can do, for the pereer 
of the Pope is infinite, and what is infinite is not {:own:(r ) and what the | 
Pope doth is reputed as done of God, for what tle Pope doth, Le doth as © | 
God,not as man. ($s) Which the Popes Omr3potence is by them averred nin- | 
by Scripture 3 all Power in Heaven and Earth is given me, which was ©; 
{1d by CEriſt of kimſelf.CMat. 28. 8.) and that is ſaid of the Pope alſo; 22. 5- 
that Power of Chriſt being challenged by the Pope his Vicar; nor that ;Iy 
asto Heaven,and earth only, but (beſide their Purgatory) even to He!l De- 
alſo fo as his power ſeems to extend fo far as to deliver from Hell 
(whence 1s no redemption) and to forbid and command, when they cap. 
pleaſe, and whom they think fit to be kept from thence, (t) Nolumus-We þ mg: 
declare it our pleaſure, that the * Puniſhment of Hell be not inflicted on ſich con-" 
as are ſigned by the croſs (thoſe imployed by the Pope on his buſj- fin 
nels.) Y 
Ra as Omnipotence and Infiniteneſs, Gods attributes, are attributed Bull 
to the Pope ;, 10 1s Adoration alſo, which God challengeth as proper to. kin: —_ 
ſelf onely. Tam the Lord, that is my Name, and my Glory will I not give 
to another, neither my praiſe to graten Images : God ſpeaking of his 
Worſhip (If42.8. ) He onlyis to be ſerved, or worſhipped (Math. 4.10.) 
but tothe Pope areReligious adorations given in a moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, while the new eleited * Pope js placed onan Altar: and there ſeated 
in his Chair, with his Crown, and in his Pontificalibus, adored by all 
reſent Cardinals, Ambaſladours of Princes, and all of all degrees de- 
ſcending from their places, and with proſtrations worſhipping Lim (v) ja, 
And is not this a /itting in the Temple of God, as God, ſhewing Limjcif cerem 
that he is God 2 l. $ 
IV Further, a mark and (gn of that wicked one 1s, that his coming fol. 
and: Ating, is after the working of Satan, with all power and ſigns, and 5+ 
lying wonders; and with all deceivableneſs of unrightconſyeſs in them that 
Periſh, becauſe they received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
ſaved; for this cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould 
believe a Lye. 2. Thefſ.2. 9, 10,11. : 
This (fay ſome) ſhews Artict 6 to be a Conjurer andþCompattor - 


with 
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with the devil, and fuch (faiththey ) was Simon Magss, and he Anti- 
ckriſt.But ſuch we knew were Popes alſo, as (to mention nomore ) 
Sylveſter. 2, Bencdifer gth. Gregory. 7. which I paſs at preſent. 

Neither inſiſt I on thoſe worders by theſe ated, whether ſeeming. 

real by Satans working with them or for them 3 or that they be 
lying wonders, whether feigned, or impoſed as true; or lying, ſerving 
for confirming lyes and untrue dodtrinesof men ; nor ſpeak of thoſe 
ridiculous fables, with which their Legends of Saints are ſtuffed, ſuch as 
may be wondred how learned and prudent men ſhould give credit 
to them (if they do.) And if they do; it muſt beſurcly from Gods 
giving them over, Judicially to believe a lye; they not receiting the love 
of the truth (lo is the Text : ) The ſeat of the beaſt on wich the An- 
gel poured out kis wial, aud kis Kingdom is full of darkneſs ( Rev. 
I6. IO. 
_ Bub 4 look on this here rather as a ſigrr, aud mark of Antichrist by 
which he ſhould a&t, and beknown in the World, his Antichriſtiar 
Church Loaſting of wonders, making miracles a (1gn of the true Church, 
and upbraiding us with our want (they ſay ) of Miracles. 

To which we ſay.1, That fer the f.rſt introducing of truth, nriracles might 
be neceſſary, but that truth being once received, ſuch miracles were 
after unneceſlary ; ſuch were in the firſt planting of the Goſpel, doe by 
Chriſt and tis Apoſtles, which we challenge as ours. But that truth ther 
delivered 1o the ſaints being received and believed, what now nced we 
more, or any renewed miracles For, wriractes and wonders, as tongucs, 
&c. are for unbelievers, not for tkemthat believe, (1. Cor. 14. 22, and 
it ſhews a novelty in thoſe Popiſh Dofrines, that need frelh confirma- 
tions, and ſhewes them wrbelieers that ſeck ſuch. But in this 18a pro- 
per mark of that Amtichriſtian Church, that and 0 other ſort of profeſſers 
or People in the world, but Rome only and the Pope, adereing |o 
to miracles. 

V. But to proceed, Another mark of this man of Sin, by which he 
is known, is, that he oppoſeth kimfelf;, that is,to Chriſt; therefore cal- 
led Avtichriſt. 

Obj. But how, can that be faidof the Pope ; he being for CEriff, 
and his Vicar : for kim, and vot against him 8 | 

Reſp But the word Antichriſt may ſignifie bothpro and cor, for and 


#077 ſ!;, and both hcre applicable, 1. For 


C21) 
1, For Chriſt; «ſometimes ſignifies for, or in the place and room | 
of another; ſo Archelaus reigned «rd in the room of his father Herod | 
(Mz. 2. 22.)So pretends the Pope to be forChriſt, in his place and ſtead, 
his Vicar on earth. 
Thisis agreable to what we read of — what kind of adver- | 
ary he js : not ſuch as 1s the Turk, an open and declared enemic to Chriſt | 
and Chriſtians ; but ſuch an one as ſitsin the Temple of God ;, prof<il- 
ing to be for Chriſt, yet tohim an nnderhand enemy; fo faith Anſcln : 
they ſeem or pretend themſelves ſervants of Chriſt, and of Lis Family, when 
in truth they are the e Miniſters of Antichriſt (in 2 Theſſ. 2. 2. they there- 
fore who contend carneſtly for the Turks being Awtickriſt, muſt be 
greatly miſtaken. 
2. And yet while this Antichriſt pretends himſelf Thus for Chriſt, 
and for being his Vicar, ſee hint even then oppoſing, he that oppoſeth, 
zs his deſcription 2 Thefſ, 2. 4. under the name of Chriſt atting for Anti- 
chriſt, as was ſaid of Gregory, 7. who was pointed at as Antichriſt 
As hath been ſhewed outof Aventinss. 
Andto ſhe the Pope to be this Antichriſt oppoſing Chriſt and con- 
trary to hint, ſce him contradiding and conntermanding Chriſt's Will and 
Commands: I inſtance only at preſent in thoſe Chriſt's two ordinances, his 
Word and Sacraments. 
x. His word. We areby Chriſt our Lord commanded to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, for in them we have eternal Life (John 5. 39.) unto which 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light ſhining in a dark place; faith 
SF, Peter. (3. "Pet. 1.1 9) and we find Timothy commended by St. Paul, 
that from: a child he had known the holy Scriptures, which are able to maks 
wiſe to ſalvation, they being profitable for dorine, for reproof, for ' cor- 
rection, for inſtruTion, in righteouſneſs,that the Man of God may be perfe@, 
throughly furniſhed unto all good works (2. 11m. 3. 15, 16, 17.) 
Hear now the Pope in this; ſearchthe Scripture (faith Chriſt) do 
not ſearch them, ſaiththe "Pope ; It is well done that you do it, ſaith St. Pet. 
It is 20t well done ſaith the Pope, They are profitable, ſaith St. Paul, 
they are dangerous ſaith tbe ——— a light ſhining in a dark. place, 
faith St. *Pet. they are dark ſaith the” Pope. St. Paul commends Timothy 
or being from a child acquainted with the Scriptures, they are not for 


Children, ſaith the Pope, And much more of that kind 3 {ce him = 
| E 2 this 


(22) 
this Avntickriſt oppoſing Chriſt his Word and Commands,contradiGing and 
conntermanding, Aid whom in thiswe ſhould obey, God or man, Judge 
ze. Acts 4. 19. 

2. As to the Scraxrert of the Lords Supper, our Lord gave the 
bread broken, a fign of his body broken, and after that the cxp; the 
wire poured ont bcing his bloud 1n his death ſhed for us, commanding jo 
to do till kis coming again : and as to the Cyp particularly (foreſeeing 
what would be after by oppolers to the contrary) our Lord added 
in that miniſtration, Drizk ze all of this (Math. 26. 27.) it being ſaid, 
that accordingly, they did all drink of it, (Mark 14.23.) which, al/to 
drink; and all drinking, 1s in the wine expreſſed; and 1implyed onely 
in the bread, Which Inſtitutzon and command of Chriſt our Lord in 
that, being his wil/ and teſtament lett to his Church, is to be as his lj 
will, obſerved tothe laſt, and ought not to be changed in the leaſt, no, 
altkough it had been but mans Teſtament oncly (Gal. 3. 5.) yet ſeeChriſt 
in that by Antickriit oppoſed, Take the * Bread, and alſo the Cup (faith 
Chriſt) zot ſo ſaith the Pope, the Cup xray be ſpared ;, for Chiiſts blond 
# in his Body by conconmtancy; and taking his Body, ye have by con- 
ſequence his Bloud : But here it is underſtood that his Body is giver 
broken, and his Bloud ſhed, both ſetting forth the Lirds death, and 
not otherwiſe z which corrtermand to Chriſts command in that, is 
with a 307 —_ licet—, Althongh that Chriſt and the primitice 
Church did adminiſter the Sacrament inboth Kinds ; notwithſtanding, is 
#his cuſtom of butt o1e Kind to be hcld for a Im unreprozeable. (lo is it 
ordered in the Council of Conſtance.Sels. 13.) And the Conncil of Trent 
after, This Synod being tanght by the Holy Ghoſtzand the cuſtom and Fudg- 
rent of his Church doth declare and teach that the Laiety and Clergie not 
celebrating, are not obliged to take the Sacrament of the Euchariſt under 
both Kinds,notwithſtanding that Chriſt did inſtitute this Sacrament undey 
both Kinds, and ſo gave it to his Apoſiles ({Concil, Trident. fell. 21. 
C. I. 

Ra is net the *Pope in this an Antichriſt? to Chriſt an oppoſer 2 he 
that oppoſeth? Text v. 4. 

VI. Rightly therefore is this that zaan of Sir, that wicked here in- 
tended, which is his next mark here: and how agreeing to the Pope, 
notwithſtanding his Helinef, remainsnow to be ſhewed, 

| x. And 
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r. And that the Pope isthat Man of Sin,and wicked exceedingly,cven 
above others, appeareth .in his mouth of Blaſphemy ; though looking 
like a Lamb, orlike Chriſt the Lamb, yet ſpeaking as a Dragon, Rev. 
E3.11. or as that Dragon the Dezil ; whatelſe is that hisſhewing hin- 
ſelf as God, exalting kimſelf above all called God, &c. beforementioned? 
what other is his Antichriſtian Commanding and oppoſing contrary ta 
CLriſts will and Commands? ; 

2. And as ſpeaking like a Dragon, {o ating alſo like kim 1n all cruelty, 
drunk with the bloud of Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus ; particularly of the 
Waldenſes, Albigenſes, and ethers, long before Luthers oppoſing Popiſh 
Errours, and with their lives wm for the truth againſt Popery. 
x here are extant accounts of above one hnndred thouſand of then (that 
number is by ſome doubled ) ſuffering by the Tyranny and cruelty of 
Pope [mocert. 2. 

Vergerins alſo, well acquainted with the method and actings of the 
Inquiſtion,ſpeaks of one hundred and fifty thouſand 1n leſs than 3o years 
ſd lutfering. 

And from the firſt riſing of the Feſaztes, to the year 1580, about 
30 years, are about fourſcore and ten thouſand. Proteſtants ſaid to have 
bcen deſtroyed, 

In France alone, inthe Maſſacre of Paris and elſewhere, an. 1532.The' 
French Kings Lettersto the Pope,. glorieth of 70 thorſund (he faid )) 
Hereticks ilainin few days 3 but to the laſting ſhame of Popilh cruelty 
and perfidy to. Generations. 

And can the bloudy butcheries of peor Proteſtants by the cruel Triſh ie 
Ireland be in this forgotten, when about oze hundred thouſand periſh- 
ed anno 16418 yet to that Impudence is that now.riſen, as to diſavow 
any ſuch Rebellion of the Iriſh, or ſuch their nmrders of the innocent: 
Proteſtants in Ireland 5 but daring to averr on the contrary that they them- 

ſelves were the ſufferers, and that by the Engliſh and Proteſtants : Of 
which, if there thall be opportunity offered by an anſwer to this ſub» 
ject, which 1s ex pected, this ſhall be then verified tothe. World. 

And if the Inva/ror, anno. 1 588. or the horrid Gunpowder-Treaſon,, 
No. 3. 1605. had taken effect, more of their cruelty would have ap- 


peared, 
Suclr 
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Such is that Artichriſtian cruelty; and that yet worſe, in its being 
grounded on their very Do@rine, Religion, and Faith ; they bein 
taught, that they ought ſo to do : thereby thinking that they do God 
ay (John 16, 2.) and that to themſelves alſo, in fo ating Meritori- 
ouſly, 

Which Blond-tkirſty cruelty againſt the Worſhippers of Chriſt, ſticksas 
a diſtinguiſhing mark of this Romiſh and Babylonian Antichrist, in being 
drink with the bloud of the Saints, and Martyrs of Feſus. Which is pe- 
culiar to thoſe alone, not to be found in any other party of the Chri- 
ſtan World befide. In that 1s this a #24 of ſz above others, and 
wicked exceedingly. 2 

3. Add that the being a man of (ir, 1sas it were fixed to the very P.- 
pacy it ſelf, ſo as even its very Office, incapacitates to Goodneſs, They 
cannot do good if they would, in reforming what they are convinced 
Is evil. | | 

Adrian 6. Convinced of the Corruptions objected by the Germans 
to the Court of Rome, and reſolving to reform, at leaſt in part, and 
in ſome; and declaring himſelf for it, was by Franciſexs Soderinys, 
Cardinal of *Prenete, called Cardinal of Volaterra, diverted from at- 
tempting any thing in that kind, but directed rather to the ways of 
his Predeceſlors, with Fire and Sword to proſecute thoſe, who object- 
cd thoſe Errours to the Court. His Oration tothe Pope to that pur- 
pole 1s extant. 

On which, Pope Adrian diſcourſing after, privately, with Willian 
Excourt, whom he after created Cardinal; and Theodorick Heſrus, his 
familiar and truſty Friend, ſaid, That the condition of Popes was miſera- 
ble, fecing it was plain that they could not do good, though they deſired and 

x Pia- endeavoured to do it. (x) | 
70. Which agreeswith what Onnpbrizs writes of Pope Marcellzs 2, who 
Polon ON ſomething a like debate with his Cardinals, and they diſſenting 
= from what the Pope propoſed for good, he 5/riking the Table _with his 
X m F hand, ſaid, I fee not how thoſe can be ſaved, who arc in this high place in 

which I am. 

| Platinaallo writesof Pope CeleStimms 5. that he depoſed himſelf, and 
gave up the Papacy, Ot ſalons eſſe poſſit, that he might be ſaved; which 
was aid to have becn cumnngly ſuggeſted to him, as by a voice _ 
ca- 


. 


(25) 
Heaven by the Artifice of Benedid,s Cajetams, who thereby 
made way for ſucceeding him as Pope, by the name of * Bonifacius 8, 


Plat. in Vit. Celeit. 5. & Bonifac. 8. ( y) y Allo 
4.. And laſtly, As to Holineſs, which is the Popes Title, let no man y,* 
think of finding Holineſs among them For if they prove but indifferent Cim 
good, or not ſo evil as other mortals uſe to be, they are accounted mot ho- =_ 
{y, faith Papirizs Maſſorrs (De Epiſc. Urbis 1. 6. in Julio 3.) gioſus 
To which add what Sir Edwin Sands oblerves of a Proverb in [taly, 7" 
(and proverbs founded on obſervation, have a ſtrange tendency to bz 
truth) That of the Italians, the Romans are the worſt Chriitians;, of 4 ſi 
the Romans the worit are made Prieits, of the Prieits the wort choſen nine 


Cardinals, and of Cardinals the worst commonly elefFed Popes. (Spec. my 


Europz. ding- 
In which we-ſce him, as Avtickri$Þ, ſo a man of (in alſo, - 
The (umme of all is, How 


T. That what that great City Babylon of the Chaldeans was, as to nu; 
oppreſſion and cruelty, to Gods people of old (Fer. 51. 34, 35.) That JW. 
ſhould be to the Chriſtian Church, another great Cty called alſo i» 4 fix 
eMyStery Babylon the mother of the Abominations of the Earth, drunk —_ 
with the Blond of the Saints and Martyrs of Feſus. (Rev. 17. 5, 6,) _ 

I. That #75 grcat City Babylon,deſcribed a woman ſitting 01 7 #10un- ſpero. 
tains, and reigning over the Kings of the Earth (Rev. 17.9, 18.) is ac- _ 
knowledged to be Rowe. They therefore who ſend us to Ferujalem, Le. 
or Conitantinople tor the place,put us out of the way in that enquiry. giſt 

IIT. That in Rowe, ſhould fit one, by whom (after the Faith there 5, 
ſettled ) the inhabitants of the earth ſhould be ſeduced, and drawn i»to dam- Num. 
able Hereſies : and that he the authour of thoſe miſcries and miſchic$ '**? 
to the Church, ſhould be 4 mar of {iz commonly called Avntichriit, 
This the Rowanijfsthemitlves acknowledge. 

[V.That in fo doing, this Aztichrif? ſhould ft in the Temple of God, 
as being of the Church, and over the Church in chief, pretending for 
Ctriit, he thewhile ading against Chrizt, A ſeeming friend, but ſecret 
enemy 3 afecret, not an open, declared and profefled enemy to Chriſt 
and his followers. Therefore cannotthis be the Turk, or any ſuch. 

V. Thatthis Antichriſt, {tting inthe Temple of God, ſhould bein the 
capacity of a ſerenth head of the Government of Rome, next ſucceeding 


the 
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the ſixth head or Government there, (t/at of Czſars) This brings it 
home tothe *Papacy, That and none other being the 7th. and that alſo 
long ſince on the Emperours removal ſctled. Vain therefore are alle- 
gations for any others being this Antichriſt, not being of Roz, nor 
there ſo qualificd, | 

VI. That the Pope fitteth in the Temple of God, as God, ſhewing 

himfelf there as God, and exalted above all that is called God, and wor- 
ſhipped. 
4 vu. Here is to beadded what 1s (in Rev. 17. 3, 4. ) ſaid of that wo- 
nan, that great City, and * Babylon: That ſhe did fit on a ſcarlet colour- 
ed Beaſt : and that ſhe (the woman) was arrayed in purple and ſcarlet co- 
lour, and decked with Gold. In which ſhe is deſcribed as to her 
very Halit ;, the proper attire both of * Popes and Cardinals. 

VIII. Nor is to be omitted; what is (Rev. 17. 5.) ſaid in a way of 
further deſcription of that woman 3 that #por her forehead was a name 
written, Myſtery, * Babylon the great, the mother of harlots, and Abo- 
minations of the Earth. Concerning which is obſerved, thatas the High 
Prieſt under the Law, had in the Front þ3s Miter engraver, HOLI- 
NESS TO THE LORD (Exod. 29. 36, 37.) So the ſummns Ponti- 
ex, the Pope,had alſoin his T7ara, that name, Myſtery. Which having 
been obſerved and objeted by King Fames of bleſſed memory, in 
that his Excellent Work on the Revelation, Leſſms, his Antagonilt, 
denies it not, but Jabours to put it off {hidingly : nor could it be de- 
nied,there being many Eze-witzeſſes to averre it Down. de Axtichr. 1. 1. 
£.7. which his name of myſtery, well agrees with that wzyſtery of ini- 
| quity, bx: which his evil and ſecret workings are deſcribed, (2 The; 2. 

| >, June (not unlikely) referring to the other.But from God 1t is (furc- 
1 Ay) providentially, that that word »yſtery ſhould fo be ſeen in the 
whores forehead, ſhewing who ſhe is 5 notwithſtanding that they who 
contrived it, might have had other ends init 3 as thatthe 'Popes Triple 
Crown, pointed to that #2yſtery of his Triple power and dominion in 
Heaven, and in Earth, and in Purgatory. | 
| So as in the *Papacy concur all theſe Scripture-xrarks of Antichriſt, 
» And although ſome may be applicable otherwiſe, yetare the princi- | 
pal proper tothe Pope alone; and taken —_ not meeting in | 
any other but in the *Pope only. Thercforeon the whole, who would 
; not 


(27) 
.got conclude the- Popes being Antichriſt 3, the man of fin z aud jon of 
"Perditian. 

II. By which laſt, His being faid to be a Sow of perdition, I 
am brought from Antichriſts Riſe, to the aft conſideration herecon- 
cerning him, Avntichriſts down fall, which tollows on the other ne- 
ccſlarily ;; for if he be a marr of þ11, hemult be a ſer of perdition. 

Of this his fall it is here ſaid, that the Lord ſhall conſume hine with 
the ſpirit of his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy kim withthe brightneſs of kis come- 
ing (v. 8. that they all might be damned whobelieve uot thetruth. (v.. 
12.) where is diſtruction 

I. 1o him. 


2 .and to bis 
: 1. His being conſumed 
T, To kimſelf 43 Deſtroyed 

r. That he conſumed by the breath of the Lords mouth; The breath of 
the Lords mouth is the preaching of the Goſpel which is theword of Gad 
to Generally interpreted 3 And to be conſumed implyes a lmgring wear- 
ing away, and by degrees waſting, and decaying; not a violent 
and ſuddain deſtruction, ſuch as was S7men-Magns his down-fall, 
faid to have been oz St. Peters breath or prayers againſt him. 

Of this Conſumption of the Papal power and greatneſs by the 
preaching of the word and Goſpel inthe world, we have apparent evi- 
dence. I ſhall give it as by * Bellarmineexpreſled, he by that waining i: 
te Papacy, arguing, againſt the Popes being Antictriſt, Antichriſtsgreat- 
neſs and prevailings in the World, _ much ſpoken of, whereas 
his fall and declining ſtate, is alſo deſcribed as si his greatneſs.” Belar- 
mines words are thele: 

Since that time when ye (Proteſtants) ſaythe Pope began to be. Anti- 
chriſt, the Papal: Empire was ſo far from increaſing, that thenceforth it 
every day more and more declined, And (as you would haveit) Antichriſt 
reigning, the Roman See hath by little and little decayed, it having loſt al- 
aoſt all Africa, a great part of Aſia; all Greece and even in our very days 
4 great part of Germany, Sweden, Gothland, Norwey, and all Denmark, 
A good part of England, France, Heluctia, Poland, Bokexria, and part o 
Hwigary are fallen away, (Bellarm; de Rom; Pontit. 1. 3, c. a4 
Ehis way by * Bellarmine _ an.1577,asappears in the _ to 

, rAat: 


that work, ſo -as that decay in the Papal Empire was then withm 
the ſpace of 60 years, accounting from the year. 1517, the time of 
Lathers Preaching (of which he Peaks) declaring the Pope to be Anti- 
chriſt : What then may be the conſumption and decay there at this 
time, being 150 gears (ime £ 

2. But that Conſumption ofthis ſor of *Perdition, (hall end alſo in de- 
ſtrudion, utter and irrecoverable : whom the Lord ſhall deſtroy with the 
brightneſs of his coming. 

See this Rev. 17, where the ter horns of that ſcarlet coloured beaft, 
on which that woman Rome ſitteth, are expounded, ter Kings which 
had rot then received their Kingdom, but were to receive power as Kings 
one hour with the* Beaſt (v. 12.) Theſe wereſtates of the Weſtern Em- 
pire, which onthe decay ofthe _—_— did ſetup for themſelves, all 
with one mind gizing their power and ſtrength unto the beaſt, and making 
war with the Lamb, who ſhall overcome them (v. 14.) But thoſe 
ren horns ſhall hate the whore, and make her deſolate and naked, and ſhall 
eat her fleſhand burn her with Fire ('v. 16.) For God hath put intheir 
hearts to fulfill tis Will, and to agree and give their Kingdom unto the 
"Beaſt, till the word of God ſhould be fulfilled (v. 17.) 

Which fall of Antichriſt 1n ſeveral degrees is declared by ſeveral 
Angels mn that imployed. 

1. An Angel preaching the everlaſting Goſpel (Rev. 14. 6.) the be- 
ginning of Antichriſts fall, and gradual conſumption. 

- frother Angel declaring the downfall of that Antichriſtian ſtate. 

ev. 14.0. 

3. An 42 forbidding the worſhipping the beaſt or his image, and 
receiving his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, denouncing judgments 
on ſuch (Rev. 14. 9, 10, 11.) 

4. An Angel calling out of *Babylor, and to ſeparate from her, not 
to partake of her [ins and plagues, (Rev. 18. 4, 6.) 

5. And another Angel giving a ſg! of irrecoverable deſtrudtion, 
by caſting asit were a milſtone into the Sea, ſaying, Thus withwiolence ſhall 
that great City Babylon be thrown down, and ſhall be found no more at 
all,CRev. 18. 21.) 

Thus of Babylon, Rome, and Antichriſt's fall,as to it ſelf conſidered. 

II. See that alſo as to their Adherents, in which our charitable 
thoughts 
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thoughts of them haye been by wrong meaſures miſtakento ſome dif 
advantage : that which we fay in that, is - 

I. That there was a time when Antichriſtianiſm was a ayſtery, 
not underſtood, Antichriſt not being yet ſo declared as after, 

2. And that after Antichriſt was pointed at in the Church of 
Rome, yet while erroneous dofrines there were but diſputable, not 
impoſed, as after in the Council of Trext, to be de fide, with an Ara- 
thema to (uch as thought of them otherwiſe, and to ſuchasdid not 
underſtand the reach and depth of thoſe evils ; and where the light 
of the Goſpel is ſhut out, as in ſome places, and the knowledge of that 
denied, and perſecuted. For theſe, is onr charity grounded, to fay well 
of them, as of thoſe of Thyatira, who had not knownthe depths of Sa- 
tan, as they ſpeak, (Rev 2. 24.) and thoſeof Pergamns, dwelling even 
where Satan's ſeat is , yet (faith our Lord) thou haſt held faſt my name, 
and hait not denied my Faith, even in thoſe dayes wherein Antipas my 
faithful Martyr was ſlain among thent where Satan dwelleth (v.12.)To 
be among Hereticks, and not to believe Hereticks, or not being led by 
them, 1s St. Arguſtzze's diſtinction 1n thatcaſe; ſach ignorance may 
EXCule, 

But as to ignoranee affeCted, having Light, and means of know- 
I:dge, and whencalled on tocome out of Babylon, its ruine being de» 
clarcd, and communion there declared perillous ; To ſuch we ſay, 
that their continuing ſoin thatſtate, is hazardous and full of danger: 
Nor can fuch rely on ignorance, it not in that caſe excufing.Forin 
this 3s condenmation, where light is come; and men love darkneſs rather 
than light (John 3.19.) and where the leaders of the *People cauſe to 
err, they that are led of them are deſtroyed (If.9. 16.)and the blind by 
then: ſo led; both fall into the Ditch. (Math. 15, 14.) | 

4. But as to thoſe who are knowing and who defend and plead for 
Baal,ſeducing, and being ſeduced, and ſo continuing, the ſtate ofſuch is 
declared dammable;, that they all may be dammed, ſaith the Text who 
believe not the truth but have pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs (v. 12.) and to 
ſuch belongs that evil by the Angel declared, if any man worſhip 
the beaſt and his image, and receive his Markin his forehead, or in his 
hand the ſame ſhall drink of the Wine of the wrath of God, which is pou- 
red out without mixture into the Cup of his indignation, and he ſhall be 
tormen- 


( 30-9 
tormented &c. Rev. 14. 9, 11. Tet ſuch conſider their State ſeriouſly 
and ſeafonabſy. | | 
And now to conclude witha word to our ſelves, that as we are to- 
bleſs God for calling us out of that Sate of evil, 10 to be confirmed i: the 
#ruth, and not to fall back,, whateyer the Temptation be, good, or evil, 
faving life, or looſing it ;, and that we deſire the Lords grace in that 
for help and ſupport. _ | 
AIF which I ſhall ſhut up inthe wordsof the Apoſtle, next after 
my Text ('v. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.) We are bonnd to give thanks alway 
to Gad for you, brethren, beloved of the. Lord, becauſe God hath fromthe 
begining choſen you to ſalvation, through ſanification of the Spirit and be- 
liefe of the truth whereumto he hath called you by our Goſpel to the obtain ing 
of the glory of our woghef.5 6 Chriſt Therefore, brethren, ſtand faſt, and 
Id the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word or by our 
Epiſtle : Now our Lord Jeſus Chriit himſelf; and God even our Father, 
pho- hath loved us, and given #s everlaiting conſolation, and good hope. 
through Grace, comfort your hearts, and ſtabliſh you in every good word. 
aud work : Amen,” \F3 
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Theſe Books are lately Printed for, and publiſhed by Nathaniel: 
Ponder at the "Peacock, in the Poultry. 


Surg; Tirdwany, Orthe Cauſes, Wayes and means. of underſtanding the mind' of Godz 
ry revealed in his Word, with aſſurance therein. And a declarationof the perſpicu ity ofthe 
Scriptures, with the External means ofthe Interpretation thereof: by Dr. Zobn Owen D. D. 

Fhe Church of Rome mb ſafe' Guide, or Reaſons to prove that no Rational man who takes  dne 
Care of his own Eternal Salvation, can give himſelf up unto the. Condytt of the Charch in 

- matters of Religion. FEY 

—_ yy Or a. Declaration of the Glorious Myſtery of the perſon of Chriſt, God and 

' Man; the Infinire Wiſdom, Love and Power of God in his Contrwance and Conſticuri-. 
on thereof; as alſo ofthe Grounds and Reaſons of his Inca:nation,the Nature of his Miniſtry 
in heayen, the preſent ſtare of the-Church above thereon and the Uſe of his. perſon in 

Religion: with an acconnt.and vindication of the. Honour; Worſhip, Fakh, Love. andQbed;- . 

ence due unta him, in and fromthe Church... : 


